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34 TBe Parties in the Covenant of Grace. Head I. 

grace in our Larger C^techifm, to wit, *' That the 
** covenant of grace was made with Chrift as the (e- 
'^ cond Adam/ and in him with all the ele£t as his 
*' feed: Gal. iii- i6. Now to Abraham and his feed 
^^ were thepromifes made. He faith noty And to feeds ^ 
*' as of many; hut as of one, And (o thy feed, which 
** is Chrift. Rom. v. i6, to Ae end.— -Ifa. liii. lo, 
« II W hen thou (halt make his foul an offering 

** for fin, he Jhall fee his feed, he Jhall prolong his 
** daysy and the pleafure of the Lord /hall projper in 
** his hand* He Jhall fee the travail of his foul, and 
^* Jhall be fatisfied,^* &c. So the covenant of re- 
demption and the covenant of grace are but two 
names of one and the (ame (econd covenant, under 
dl^erent confiderations. By a c6venant of redemp' 
tion, is meant a bargain of bu3dng and felling : and 
luch a covenant it was to Chri(^ only ; fbrafinuch as 
he alone engaged to pay the price of our redemption, 
I Pet. i. i8y' 19. B^ a covenant of grace is meant 
a bargain whereby all i^- to be had freely : and fuch 
a covenant it is to ua rjujy, to whom the whole of 
it is office grace; God.himlelf having provided the 
ranfbm, and thereupon made over life and (alvation 
to us, by free promife, 'Ivithouf refpe£t to any work; 
of ours, as the ground of our right thereto. 

To confirm this, confider, (i.) That in fcripmrc- 
reckoning, the covenants for life and happinels to 
man, are but two in number, whereof the covenant 
of works is one: Gal. iv. 24. Thefe are the two co- 
venants: the one front mount Sinai, which gendereth 
to bondage, namely, generating bond-children, ex- 
cluded from the inheritance, verfe 30. This is a 
diftinguifhing charafter of the covenant of works; 
for fuch are indeed the children of that covenant, 
but not the children of the covenant pf grace under 
any difpeufatlon thereof* Thefe two covenants are 
called the old covenant, and the new covenant : 
and the old is called the £irft, which ipetka the new 
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was made With Chrift, in refped of whom it is call- 
c(l the covenant of redemption. 
,^ " Inf. 2. Likeas all mankind tinned in Adam, to be- 
lievers obeyed and fuffered in Ghrifl the fecond A* 
dam* For as the covenant of works was made with 
Adam as a public perfba and reprefentative, all fin- 
ned in him> when he broke that covenant ; (b the 
covenant of grace being- made with Ghrid, as a pub- 
lic perfon and reprefentative, all believers obeyed 
and iuffered in him, when he (b fiillilled this CQVe- 
imi^' This is the doftrine of the apoAi^; Rom>. v, 
-19. As hy onemar^s difobedience many were made fin* 
Hers : fo by the obedience of one Jbatl many be made 
righteous. Chap, viii 3, God fending his own Son, in 
the likenefs of finful fkjh^and for Jin condemned Jin in 
the JUJh: verie 4. that the tighteoufnefs of the law 
might be fulfilled in us. 2 Cor. v. 21^ That we 
might be made the righteoujhefs of God in him*' Gal. 
li, 20, I am crucified with Chrijl, And it affords a 
ibtid anfwer for believers, unto the 1^^ demand of 
obedience and fufiering for life and iaivation. 

. 3. Believers are juftified immediately, by thQ righ- 
teoufiiefs of Chrift, without any righteoufhe(s of 
their own interveening ; -even as all men are con- 
demfied, upon Adam's fin, beft>re they have done 
any good or evil in tneir own perfbqs r Rom. v.. 18. 
As by the offence of one^ judgment came upon all men 
to condemnation ; even fo by the righteoufnefs of one 
the free gift came upon all men unto juftification of 
life. And thus believers are righteous before God 
with the felf-fiime righteoufiicfe which was wrought 
by Jefus Gfirift, in his fulfilling of the covenant. 
The which righteoufiiefs is not imputed to them in 
its efiefts only ; lb as their faith, repentance, and fin- 
cere obedience, are therefore accepted as their evan- 
gelical righteoufnefs, on ,which they are juftified : 
but it.is impQied to them in itfeJf, even as Adam's 
fin was. 

4. The 
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head of the covenant by faith. Being thlis ingrafted 
hito him, ye (hall partake of all that happincfs which 
is (ecured to Chrift myftical, in the everlafting co- 
venant: even as, through your becoming children of 
Adam, by natural generation, ye are perfonally ca- 
tered into the firft covenant, fb as to feli under that 
fin and death which paffed upon all men, by the 
breach' thereof, Rom. v. j 2. 

in. Of the Party contracted anJ undertaken for, 

AS the party con traftor and undertaker on man's 
fide, in the covenant of grace, ' was a r^pre* 
lentative ; Co the party contracted and^ndertakea 
for, was reprefented by him. And that thefe two,. 
namely, the reprefented, and thofe contrafted for, 
are of equal latitude, is plain from the nature of the 
thing: for thefe whom one reprefents in a covenant 
he contrafts for in that covenant; and thofe for 
whom one contr^fts for in a covenant made with hJm 
as reprelentative, are reprefented by him in that co- , 
venant. Thus it was in the covenant of the firft 
Adam, who was^ figure of Chrift the head of the 
iccohd covenant. In k^ thofe whom Adam con^^ 
trafted for, he reprefented; and thpfe whom he re-' 
prefented, he contrafted for: he reprefented his na- 
tural feed only, and for them alone he contrafted : 
Therefore thofe whom the fecond Adam contrafted 
for, he reprefented ; and whom he reprefented, he 
contracted for. 

Now the party reprefented and contrafted for, by 
our Lord Jefus Chrrfl, in the covenant of grace, 
was the eleft of mankind ; being a certain number 
of mankind, chofeh fVom eternity to everlafting life^ 
children^ partakers offlejh and blood, which God gave 
jto Chrift; Heh. ii. 13, 14. In their perfbn he ftood, 
making this co,venant with his Father 1 in their 
name he aCled, ftriking this bargain with him, as a 
furety to obey xh^ law and fatis^ juflicc. 

And 
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nant, in the fecond Adam. Again, the heavenly men 
are thofe who (hall bear the image of the heavenly 
man, Chrift, ver. 49. ; and (uch are the eleft, and they 
alone- And, finally, they arc thofe to whom Chrifl 
js, in refpefl of efficacy, a quickening Ipirit: for as 
is the heavenly, /uch are they alfo that are heavenly. 
As Adam's deadly efficacy goes as wide as his reprc- 
fentation did in the firft covenant, reaching all man- 
kind his natural feed, and them only : lo Ghriflt's 
quickening efficacy goes as wide as his repre(entation 
did in the fecond covenant, reaching all the eie£l:, 
his fpiritual feed, and them only : and if it did not, 
(bme would be deprived of the benefit, which was 
purchaled and paid for, by the furety in their name; 
the which is not confident with the juftice of God, 
3. They whom Chrift reprefented and contraft- 
ed -for in the covenant, are his feed, /his fpiritual 
feed: Gal. iii. 16. Nov) to Abraham and hU feed 
nvere the promtfes made. He fait h-^ And io thyfeed^ 
iwhich is Chrifi, Pfalm Ixxxix. 3, 4. / have fworn 
unto David my fervant. Thy feed ivill J ejiablijh for 
ever* In the covenants typical of the covenant of 
grace,i^the parties reprefented were the feed of the 
i^prcfentatives they were made with, as was cleared 
before : a;id in the firft Adam's covenant, bis na^ 
tural feed were the repr.efenited. Wherefore, in the 
iecond Adam's ^ovenapt, his fpiritual feed are the . 
reprefented- Now, Chrift-s fpiritual feed are the e^ 
left, and nope other; for they are thofe whom he 
begets viitb the word of truth,, Jam^s |« 18. and are 
born again (i Pet. i. 23.) unto him in their reg.ene« 
^ation ; whooti therefore he fee$ as his feed, with his . 
pwn image'on tbern, Ifi. liii. i. They are the tra* 
vd of his (bul, who (boner or later are all of them, 
juftified, ver. 1 1. They are the feed that Jhall ferve 
him, Pfilm x?ii. 3a,; which (hall be eftablifted and 
endure for cv^r, namely, in a ft^tc of happinefs, 
P(alm l^^xxix, 4, zg, 36, 

4- Laj^^y* 
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Son, the eternal Word,- (hould, for the purpo(e of 
mercy toward mankind loft^ take on their nature^ 
and -become man. He (aw that (acrifice and offering 
would not anfwer the cafe ; the debt was greater 
than to be paid at that rate; the redemption of fouls 
could not be managed but by a perfbn of infhiite 
dignity ; wherefore, having purpofed that the dar- 
ling attribute of mercy (hould be illuftrated in the 
cafe of loft mankind, he willed the human nature to 
be united in time to the divine nature^ in the perfba 
of the Son. 

And hereunto the Son, as ttie eternal Word, the 
lecohd Perfbn of the glorious Trinity, iiaving noi 
nearer relation to man than as hi$ Sovereign Lord 
Creator, readily agreed: Heb, x. 5. Sacrifice and of 
fering thou wouldfl noty but a body haft thou prepared 

me, Verfe 7. Thefnfaid /, Loy I come (in the t;o- . 

lume of thy book it is written of me) to do thy ivill, 
Cad. The eternal Word confented to be made flefh, 
that all (lefli might not perifh : he conf^nted to be- 
come man, to take into a perfbnal uni^n with him- 
felf ,a human natdre, to wit, a true body and a rea- 
fbnable (bul, accbrdi^ig to the eternal deflination of 
his Father. This .was an inl^ance of amazing coh- 
defeenfion. The higheft monarch's confent to l^y 
afide hi§ robes of majefty, to clothe himfelf with rags, 
and becpme a heggar, is nbt t6 be compared with it. 
Nay the higheft angel's confent* to become aovorfti, 
is not to be ftaraed in one day with the eternal Son 
of God, the Father's Equal,, his corifenting to be- 
come man : for the diftance between the divine na- 
ture and the human is infinite; wheteas the diflance 
between the angelic nature, and the nature of worms 
of the earth, is but finite. 

Now, the efFeft of this was, that hereby the Son 
of. God was conftituted (ubftantial Mediator, or 
I Mediator in refpeft of nature, between • God and 
man. Being from eternity God equal with the Fa- 
ther, 
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of his poor kinfeian : Lev. j^xv. 25. If^ thy brother 
be waxen poor ^ and hath fold away fome of his pojfef 
fion^ and if any of his kin come to redeem f#, then 
Jhall he redeem that which his brother fold: or rather, 
then/hall come in his kinfjian-redeemer^ that is near 
unto him; and he /hail r^edeem that which his brother 
fold. Our father Adam waxing poor thro' the deceit-* 
ful dealing of the tempter vvith hira, quite Ibid away 
the inheritance of eternal life for a mor(el of forbid- 
den fruit: and his children waxen more- poor ftill, 
thro' their own perfonal fault, had fet themfelves far- 
ther and farther from it. They could not have raifed, ^ 
amongft them all, what,would have rcdee medio much 
as one man's part of it. Howbeit, without it was 
redeemed, they could never have had accefs to it. 
Wherefore the (econd Adam, as kinfman-redeertieri 
took the burden of the redemption op himfelfvand 
agreed to pay the price of that purcha(e;'^/»g'/(?r4/j, 
thafwe might live hgether with him^ i Thef. v.' lo. 
3. He was to ranfom his poor kfnfgian in bondage^ 
pay the price of his redemption: Lev. xxv. 47. ij^— 
thy brother-^'wax poor, and fill himfelf. — verfe 48. 
Wfter that he is fhldy he may be redeemed again ; one 
€if his brethren may redeem him, Verle §2," accord' 
ing unto-his years Jhall he give him again the price of 
his redemption. Being fold in the loins of pur firft 
father,, we were brought into bondage under the 
curie of the law: lb we are by nature the law's bond- 
men, and confequently flaves to fin and Satan; ne- 
ver to have been releafed without a ranfom, the full 
worth of fb many fouls. This ranfom was flated 
in the covenant; to wit,^that the Kinfman<"edeemcr 
fbould give himfelf a ranfom for his poor kinfmen : 
and' he agreed to it, for purchafing their liberty, 
1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. fhe ranfom was great, foul for foul, 
body for body ; a perfon of infinite dignity, for his 
poor kinfmen in bondage. But he confented to take 
-"*! him the form of a fervant, that they might be fet 

free; 
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union with the divine nature ; €o that there was no 
#cca(ion for htm to gain life to himfelf by His obedi* 
cnce. , Wherefore Chrift's taking on him the form 
•fa bond-(ervanty and in that charafter obeying the 
law for life and ialvation, were a mere voluntary 
work of bisy as furety for finners ; wherein he did 
that which he was no otberwiie bodnd to/ than, by 
his own voluntary undertaking. Now, forafinuch as 
the obedieocp of Ghrift imputed to believers for righ- 
teoufne(s^ is his obedience of this kind only ; there 
Is aclear ground for its imputation to them accord- 
ing to the covenant. 

And thus have we (een Ghrift^s fureti(hip in the 
covenant to be of the nature of a luretiQiip for pay<* 
ing one's debt; and what the. debt was which he be- 
came furety for. 

If it be required, Whether or not Chrift's (ureti- 
(bip is alio of the namre of furetifhip for one's per* 
forming of a deed ? or, Whether Ghrift became fure- 
ty in way of caution to his Father, that the ele£l 
fliould believe, repent, and perform fincere obedi-^ 
cnce ! I anfwer, Though the eleO's believing, re- 
penting, and fincere obedience, are infallibly fecured 
in the covenant ; fb that whofbever, being fufajeAs 
capable of thefe things, do live and die without them, 
(hall undoubtedly periOi, and are none of God's eled: 
yet I judge, that Qhrift did not become furety in the 
covenant, in way of caution to his Father, that the 
eleA fhould perform thefe deeds, or any other; and 
that the way of fpeaking ddtb not fb well agree with 
the fcripture account of the covenant. Becaufe, 

I. It doth fbmewhat obfcure the grace, the free 
grace of the covenant ; whereais the covenant is 
purpofeiy fb ordered, as to manifeft it moft illuf- 
trioufly, being of faitb^ that it might be by grace^ 
Rom. iv, 1 6. For fuch a furetrihip, or cautionry for 
the t\t€C% performing of thefe things, muft needs 
belong to the condition of the covenant^ properly fo 

called ; 
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there it no beauty that 'we Jbould defireiim* Ver. j. 
He is.— a ma/^ of/brrowSf and acquainted with grief 
2, Cor. y. 21, He hath made ^im to he Jin for us*' 

4. Laflfyt There behoved to be a prieft to ofjfcr 
this (acrifice, this valuable (acrifice unto God upoti 
that altar ; eUe there could have been lio facrifice to 
be acceftedy and (b no removal of An, and conie* - 
quently no new covenant. And lince Chrift him(elf 
was the (acrifice, and the akar too, he himielf alone 
could be the. prieft. And foralmuch as the weight 
of the (alvation of finners lay upon his call to, that 
office,, he was made prieft of the covenant, by the 
oath of God, Heb* mu ^o, 2 1 . As he had full power 
over his own life, to make himfelf a (acrifice for 
others; (b his Father's felemn inveftin|; of him with 
this office by an oath, gave him accefs to ofief bim-: 
fclf efleAuatly ; even in fiich fort as thereby to ful- 
fil the condition of the covenant, and to purchafa 
eternal life for them. , 

Inferences from the fecond Head* 

I (hall (hut up this head of the mUking of the co- 
venant of grace J with two inferences from the whole. 

Inf, I. What remains for finners, that they may 
be perfbnally and (ayingly in covenant wi^h God, is 
not as parties contractors and undertakers, to make 
a covenant with him, for life and (alvation; but*on- 
ly, to take hold of God's covenant already made from 
eternity, between the Father and Ghrifl the (econd 
Adam, and revealed and offered' to us in the gofpel, 
I(a. Ivl. 4, 6. I have no defign hereby to disparage ' 
our covenants made for national reformation by our 
^odly progenitors, and commonly called the Na* 
tional Covenant^ and Solemn League and Covenant^ 
on which God (et the feal of his good pleafiire, In 
the experience of many. Thefe, and the like, are 
covenants of duties, conlequential enough to the 
taking hold of God's covenant of grace. Neither 
> '.'. * . . would 
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of no effeSt unto youy tohoffii^er of you drejuftlfied 
by the law : ye are fallen from grace. ' 

Our part then^ in this cafe, is only to take hcdd of 
God's covenant made already, and of&red and ex* 
hibited t6 us in the gofpeL This hold is taken by 
fiuth^ which tSy tn (cripture-account, the band of the 
ibuly John i. 22. Soothe original exprel&on plainly 
carries it, lia. Ivi. 4^ 6. That fafien m my covenant. 
In which phrafeologyy the correlate^ word hand (ex* 
prefled Gen. xxi. 1 8.) is upderftood ; q. d. That fafien 
f their hand} in my covenant; that is to fey, '* Who 
** by the band of faith take faft holdof^mytrovcnant j*' 
as Adoni}ah did ofthe horns of the altar, 1 Kings! . 50. 
Vherein the feme maimer of the iexpreiSon is ufed. 
And this yon do, by taking hold of Chtjft in the 
free promife of the gofpel ; believing that he is held 
forth to you in particular, confiding and trnfttng in 
him as your Saviour, for your (iilvation from fin and 

- wrath, uppn the ground of God'ft faithfiilnefs in the 
promi&> that v/hofiever believeth in him^jhall not 
t^rijh^ but ha%>€ everlafting life, fi»r he is ^ven for 
a covenant to you, Ife. xlix. 8. ; and to receive htm, 
i$ to believe on his nfimCj John i. 12. 

This is our making a covenant with God byjacri- 
ficcj which is mentioned, Pfeim 1. 5. The origiciaf 
expreflion is^/That cut my covenant upon a Jacrifi'ce; 
namely, by laying their" bands in faith on the head 
of the faertfice, thereupon cut doW in their ftead : 
and (b ceremonially transferring their guilt on the 
fecriHce; but r^^ally aiKl fpiritually, approving of the 
device of falvation by a crucified Saviour, and fell- 
ing in with it as th^ method, of falvation for them* 
In this way of covenantingv the free grace of the 
covepantjs prelerved pure and entire; for to him 
that worketh notj but believeth on him that juftifieth 
the ungodly f his faith is counted for righteoujhefs ^ 
Rom. iv. 5. Here the honour of (ble undertaker and 

. party contraAor la \h^ covenailt, is according ta the 

Father's 
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^verlafling copenant) — this is all my falvatioriy and 
all my dtfire. The Father faid to Chrifl as their re- 
prefentative» for thy <o doing and fuffering, / '«'''* 
he their Gody and they Jhall he my people * Amen^ 
faid Chrift fi'om eternity ; JlVmine are thine, John 
xvii. lo. Jmen^ for my part, fays the elefl: foul m 
the time of perlbnal covenanting. This heart ot 
mine muft have (bme God, I muft belong to one or 
oihtT ; and too long have I been for anothe^: but 
now, timber of the houfe, and ftones of the- wall, 
bear wltnelsy my fonl is content with, consents to^ 
nnd rcfts in this method of difppfing of me; ^^^^' 
ly that the God and Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift 
be my God in .Chrift, and I one of his people iro^ 
henceforth and for ever. ' 

This manner of covenanting is inconfiftent with a 
purpofe or defire of continuing in Cn: even as one's 
committing himfelf for cure into the hands of a 
phyfician who cures Infallibly, is inconfiflent^ with ii 
tlefire to keep his difeafe hanging about him* Chrift 
being made of God unto us wi/domf right e^ufnefit 

fan^ificatkn^ and redet^fficn, i Cor i. 30. it ne* 
ceflarily carries along with It, a taking of Chrift fof 
a Prophet, and a King, ahd Lord unto us; as fuch a 
one doth neceffarily yield himfelf to the pbyfician*s 
management. In it one joins himfelf to Chrift as his 
covenant head, who alfo is the adminiftratdr of the 
covenant; and fo fubjecls himfelf to his teaching and 
government. And it is fuch a way of covenanting, .9^ 
no profane perfon, nor hypocrite, continuing fa, e-f 
ver did or can fall in with. For (1.) it fpeaks a heart 
content to part yith all fin, well pleafed withChrifl*s 
whole (alvation, whereof the principle part isioy^z;^ 
his people- frofn their Jins^ Matth. I. 21.; whereas un-r 

, (bund covenanters are always offended with Ibme o;ne 
tiling or other in Chrift, chap; xi, 6. (2.) It fpeaks 
a foul carried out of all confidence in itfelf, its own 
working and doing for life and fajvatioh, and bot* 

toracd 
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roan^redeemer, who having married our nature to 
thc'divine nature in himfelf, redeemed the mortgaged 
inheritance with his own bloody gave htmielf a ran* 
(bm for usy to deliver us from our (piritual bondage, 
and by his death deftroyed him that had the power 
of death : Rom. ill, 2^. Whom Cod hath fet forth tct 
he a propitiation^ through faith in his btood. Chap. v. 
II. Our Lord Jefus Chriftj by whom wf have now 
received the atonement. The comfort for a wounded 
confcicnce, fick with the guilt of fib, lies, here. Thi$ 
is that office of Chrifl; to which the convinced lin- 
ner, ftanding trembling before the juft Judge of the 
world, lifts his eyes> and tiiakes his recourfe fcM* fafe« 
ty; for there, and only there, can one fte a ran(bro» 
a righteoudiefs, an atonement. In his prophctiical 
aricj kingly office, he adminiftrates the covenant; but 
in his prieftly officcf he performed the condition of it. 
So it is the foundation of the other two. It was by 
the facrifice of bimfelf, that the word and fpirlt of 
the .covenant, whereby he teacheth finners, wer© 
purchafed i and thereby alfo he obtained his king- 
dom. And his intercefSon'is founded upon his obla-^ 
tion. So his priefliy office, and that ^onfi^red par- 
ticularly in point of his offering his facrifice, doth„ 
as the foundation -ftone, pea,r the weight of the fal- 
ration of ilnners, and 9f the honour of Gojd and the 
Mediator therein. Wherefore, it fs not flrange, that 
fcis invefliture with the prieftly office wa^ confirmed 
by the oath of God; a folemnity not ufed in the caft 
of hiis prophetical and kingly o^ces. 
And thus far of the making of tb^ coven^in^ 

HEAD HI. 
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7^^. Part 5 of tb^ Cm}€tumt &f Grcm* 
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pants, yet it cannot;^ in any propriety of (pcech, be 
called the condition of them. 

Now, to apply iheic things to our purpofe: In the 
order of the covenant of grace, forafrauch*as the 
halving of the Spirit inuft go before faith, faith be- 
fore juftification, juftification before fanftification, 
holinefs before Jieaven's happinefs; thefe may be call- 
ed conditions in the covenant of grace, to wit, condi- 
tions of cei-tain connexion : and this belongs to the 
eftabliflied order of the promifes of the covenant, 
which are contradiftinguifhed to the condition of the 
Covenant. Howbeit fuch conditions can in no proper 
fenfe be called the condition or conditions of the co» 
venant of grace, more than the buyer's receiving of 
the commodity can be called the condition of the co- 
venant or bargain of (ale. Buf the condition of the 
covenant of gr^ce, properly (b called, is, Ghrift in the 
form of a bond fervant, as laft Adam, Reprefentative,, 
Kinfinan-redeemcr, Surety, and Prieft, Yi\% fulfilling 
all ri^hteottfnefs owing, in virtue df the broken cove- 
nant of works, unto God by his fpiritual feed: Mat. 
iii. 15, Thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteoufnejs*. 

For clearing o£ this purpofe,' I (hall (1.) Evince 
this to be the condition of the covenant ; (2.) Ex^ 
plain and unfold that righteoufbels, the fulfilling 
whereof^ was made 'the condition of the covenant. ' 

Firft^ To evince that this is the condition of the 
covenant of grace, corifider, 

I . Ghri(i*s fulfilling all righteouCie($ as the (econd 
Adam, is what the Father prop6(ed unto him, as the 
terms on which his (eed (hould be (aved, and upon 
which he founded his promife of eternal life to be 
given them ; and not any work or deed of theirs : 
I(a. liii. 10. When thou Jhalt make his foul an offering 
for fin y he fhallfee his feed* Ver. 11. He Jhall fee 
pf ti^ travel of his foul and fijallt^ fatisfied: by his 
kno0iedge fhall my hightf.obs ^rvant jufiify 
many: for he fhall bear their iniquifies^* Luke xxii. 
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groand of Chrifl's fulfiliing all righteoafnels allenar^ 
ly^ JLs the condition of the covenant. If any will 
maice it the ground of their plea, they muft needs 
prdihi^e it as a work of a law, that is, as a deed done 
by them, whereby they have fulfilled and anfwered a 
law, atid thereupon they crave the benefit promiied : 
the which will, According to icripture, be found a 
dangerous adventure, Rom. iik 20. Gal. ii. 16, and v. 4. 
3. It is by this, and this aldne, the (alvation of 
finners becomes a debt : therefore this alone is the 
condition of the covenant. Foif* the reward is of debt 
^to him, and him only, who fulfils the condition of a 
covenant; to hipt that worketh, not to him that 
wOrkith not, hut helieveth, Rom. iv. 4. 5. And Co 
it is of debt to Chrid alone, not to us: and therefore. 
St was he that fulfiled the condition of the covenant ; 
we fulfil no part of it. This is confirmed from the 
primitive fituation of mankind with i-eference to e» 
lernal life, in the firfl Adam's covenant, duly con** 
fidered. The condition thereof was perfeft aftive 
obedience. And, according to the nature of that 
cpvenant, if this obedience had been fulfilled by A- 
dam, eterhnl life to him and his would hereupon 
have become a debt ro him. And the plea of his 
pofierity for life, in that cafe, would not have been 
founded on their perfonal obedience coming after that . 
fulfilment; fince it would not have been the perfor- 
mance of the condition, bat the friiit of the promife, 
of the covenant; but it would have l^en founded on 
that performance of Adam their reprefentative ; fbr- 
afinuch as, in the cafe fuppofed, it would have been 
the only obedience whe(;eby the condition of that co- 
venant was fiilfiled: aiid fb they would. have ob- 
tained life, not for any perfbnal work or deed of 
theirs, but for the obedience of the firft Adam theif 
reprefentative, tp which God did gracioufiy make 
the premife of life, in the firft covenant. 
' 4< Faith and obedience are benefits promifed in 

the 
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neither of works, nor by works, as fulfilling the con- 
dition of the covenant: Tit, iii. 5. Not by works of 
righteoufnefsy which we have done^ but according to 
his mercy' he faved us, Eph. ii. 9. Not of works ^ 
left any manfhould boa ft. 

God forbid we (hopld go about to juftle faith and 
obedience out of the cavenant of grace! Tho(e wha 
do fo in principle or praftice, will thereby juftle 
themfelves out of thie kingdom of heaven: Match, v. 
1 9. Whofoever Jhall "break one of thefe lea{l command-*. 
fHentSy andJhaU teach men fo^ he Jhall be called the 
lea ft in the kingdom of hea-ben; that is, he fhall be. 
treated as he treated that one of thefe commandments, 
he (hall be judged unworthy of the fellowlhip of that 
kingdom. Faith is neceflary ftvingly to intereft us 
in Je&s Ghrifl the l^ead of the covenant : and none 
can attain ta eternal happinefs, without a^hiai be- 
lieving^ who are (pbjefts capable of it: nor can any 
attain it without the Spirit of faith indwelling in- 
them . Obedience is neceflary, as the chief fubordinate 
end of the covenant, behig that whereby God hath 
his glory he defigncd therein ; and without obedi- 
ence begun. here, none who are lubjefts capable of 
it, can fee heaven. Bat withal it is neceflary, that 
they be kS^t in the place and ftation afligned them 
in the covenant by th6 Father and the Son from e- ' 
temity^ By faith we perfbnally embrace the cove- 
natlt, confent to, and reft in the condition of the 
covenant fulfilled' by Chrift; and fb are jnftified and 
brought into a ftate of falvation : John ;x. 9. t am 
the door \ by me if any man enter in^ he Jhall be, fav- 
ed, .Compare John i. 12. and iii. 16. and xiv. 6. 
3y evangelical repentance and gofpel obedience, we 
teftify our thankful nefS to God, and evidence the 
truth of our faith, and our being within the cove- 
nant: I Pet. ii. p. Te are a chofen generation^ a 
royal priefthoody an holy nation^ a peculiar people ;. 
that ye Jhould Jbew forth the praifes of him who hath 

called 



1 14 Tic Parts of the Ctuefumt $f Grace. Ifead 3« 

ly wife, who went into it. He was a Father that 
%€xafted this raa(bm for (buls i and be was his owa n 
Son that paid it. JBe afliamed and blulb^ to make 
ib low an eftimate of thofi (buls, which Heaven fet 
(ucb a high price on. (2.) Ye who have cheap thov^ta 
of the pardon of fin, and of (alvation, correft your 
miftake here. You fearle(sly ran on in (in, thinkii^ 
a)l may (bon be fet to rights 2i§mf with a God for^ 

irive me ^ have mercy on my fouls (b as you may 
cap out of Delilah's lap into Abraham's bG^m. O 
fearful infatuation! Is the mean and low bitth, the 
Ibrrowful life,^ and the bitter death of Jefiis the Son 
of Ood| not fttfficient to give men a juft and h6nour< 
able notion of the pardon of fin ? Look into the 
condition of the covenant for pardon, written in the 
blood of the Lamb of God, and learn the value a 
jail God puts tip<Ni his pardons and (aivation. See 
O (inner, that it is not words, but deeds; not pro« 
mifes and refblves to do better, but perfection offao* 
Ihnefs and obedience; not drawing of (ighs and (bed* 
dii^ of tears, but (bedding of biood ; and not thy 
blood neither, but blood of infinite value, that coidd 
prc^re the pardon of fin, and (aivation. And if 
thou have not upon thee by faith all that ri^teouf^ 
nefs Chrift fialfilled, to be pre(entQ^ uiito God for a 
pardon, tbou (halt never obtain it. Particularly, ye 
are ^pt to thmfc light of the fin ye were born in, and 
the corruption cleaving |o your feature ; but know, 
that God does not think Kgbt of thefe. It behoved 
to be an article of the covenant, that Chrift (bouki be 
born h^y, and retain the holineis of human nature in 
hirS to the end ; el(e the ubholy birth and corrupt 
nature we derive, from Adam, would have flaked us 
all down eternally under the curfe.. (3*) Ye that have 
mean thoughts of the.boly hiw, redify your danger* 
ous mUb^e'bf'the help of this glafs. Ye make no 
bones of tran&reffmg its commands; ye negleA aftd 
defpife its:xur£t ^9^ it is a law, ya fliew not fo math 

regard 
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fi orn them ; whereas now, by Chrift's taking their 
debt OQ him, it was paid to the utmoft farthing. 

Inf 3. Faith hath a broad and firm bottom to 
ftand on before the Lord. The believer bath a 
flrong plea for life and (alvation, which cannot mi(^ 
carry ; hamely, the condition of the cdveriant fulfil- 
led by Jelus Chrift, even all rigfateoufiiefs : Having 
therefore y brethren^ btfldnefs to enter into the holieft 
hy the blood of Jefus^let us draw near with a true 
hearty in full ajfurance of faith ^ Hebu x. 19, — 22, 
The broken boards of uncovenanted mercy, and 
mens own works, which prefumption fixeth upon^ 
cannot but fail, fince the law admits no life for a 
finner on fhefe grounds. But forarmucb as there 19 
a gift of Ghrifl and his righteou(he(s proclaimed in 
the gofpel by the authority of Heaven, he who by 
fiiith receiveth that gift, and makes the lame bis on- 
ly plea before the Lorcl, cannot mils of (alyation t 
Rom. v. 17. They which receive (Gr. the^ abundance 
of grace f afid of the gift of rigmeoufnefs^ Jhall reign 
in. life by one, Jefus Chrift ; where the abundance 
mentioned, relates not, to different degrees of the 
grace or gift, but to the ofience, as appeajrs from 
ver. 20.; As if be had fiid, " Who receive the grace 
** and gift of righteoufnefs which abound beyond 
'* Adam's offence, *faviog thiem out of the gulph of 
>'^ ruin it plunged them into." Faith uniting a fin* 
ner toGhrifi the 6eadof the fecond covenant, make^ 
him partaker of Chrift*$ righteoulheft, as really ap 
ever his covenant-relation to Adam made him par- 
taker offals guilt. So» having all that Cbrift was, did, 
or flifiered, for fiilfilling the condition of thp iecond 
covenant, to plead for life and (alvatton; it i$ not 
poffible the claim can mifc^rry^ jufiice as well as 
mercy befriending' the plea of faith, as a righteous 
thing t'jithGod, 2 Thef! u 6, 7. 

Inf 4. Lt^f^y All who are ki Chrift die head of 
the covenant dT^acCi and (o brought into it perfoa" 
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how can It b^ other>|irij€ ? Can a man be ingrafted 
in the true vine, and not partake of the lap and juice 
of the ftock, that is,; the Spirit and grace of Chrift ? 
No, ftre I If any man have not the fpirit of Chrift^ 
be is none of his^ Rom. viii. 9. Or, can the Spirit 
and grace of Chrift be in any, and yet no change 
inade on their nature, but it Ail] remain unrenewed? 
No, indeed: IfChrifibeinyouy the ho Jy is dead, h^" 
caufe of Jkn ; but thejpirit is life, becaufe ofrighteouf 
nefsy verie 10. Confider thi$, ye who pretend to 
rely on rhc righreoofiiels of Chrift, but are verycafy 
in this point, whether ye are born afgain or not s 
whether there \% a hdy nani^e derived from Chrift 
to you or not. Believe it, Sirs, if it be not fi>, 
yc have no (avihg intereft, part, nor lot in Chrift's 
righteoufnels. Ye may on aa good grounds pretend, 
that howbeit the guilt of Adam's fin wa^ imputed to 
you, yet ibcrc was no corrupt nature derived from 
him to you ! as {jretend, that Chfift's righteoulhe(s 
iis imj^uted tp you, while yet ye are not born again, 
your nature is not changed, by the communication 
of (anftifying,grace from Chrift, unto you. Deceive 
^ot yourfelvesj ye muft be regenerate, elfe^'ye will 
perift ; for except a man be ^orn again, he cannot Jee 
the kingdom of Cody John iii. 3. 

Char, 2. Theyareall righteous and holy in their 
livesi Ifa, Ix, 12. Thy people^ atfo fbalih^ all righteom^ 
Chap. Ixii. 12. And they Jhail call them the holy people^ 
How did ungodlinefs, unrighteouHiers, artd profa«« 
nity, enter into the world, the which are now c^ver- 
ilowing all its banks? Was it not by one man,. by 
Adam^s Cn^ which is imputed to all maitkind TRom^ 
y. 12% Then be lure, if the ftcond Adam^s righte-. 
oufheis be imputed to you, holineis of life wiU come 
along with iti i Cor, vi. ii» But ye are wajhed^ but 
ye are fan£iijied^ but ye are juftifled, Tk^% fenftifica'. 
tion then go before juftification? No: but it hath a 
nccef&ry depcndance on JuftiiJc^tian, %v4 evid^nceth 
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Chrift by £ritb lays finnersdcx^ in death, in Chrift's 
grave; and fo ieparates between them and the world 
fer ever' and withal, it railetb them up agaiii with 
Ghrift unto a quiet new manner of liA;: no more 
jlha( manner 6f life which they lived before their n- 
nion with him, than that which Chrift lived after 
his reibrreflton, wz% the manner of life he lived be* 
fore his death : Rom. vi. 4. We are buried vftfA Aim 
by baftijm unto deaths that like as Chrijl was raijed 
ppfrtum the dead by the ghry of the Fat her ^ evenfi 
nve atjbjboutd walk in newnefs of life^ If your tide 
to heaven is indeed (ettled, by yoOr receiving die 
atimement, now is your forty days before your 
aicenfion iato^ It ; now are ye no more of the world, 
although ye be in it } your treaiure and heart are no 
more there. Ye are no more indwellers in it, as 
natives; but travelling through it, as ftrangers, 
coming up from the wildemefi leaning on the belovedp 
Cant. viii. 5» 

(3O ^fifyf ^f yc ^^^^ * (aving intereft in Ghrift's 
death, ye are dead with hijfn to the law alfo: Gal. 
ii. 16. J through the law am dead to the law, Ver* 
20. / am crucified with Chrijf. Our Lord Jefua 
took on our nature to (atisfy the law therein ; the 
whole courft of his life was a courle of obedience to 
it, for life and ialvatidn to us; and hefofiered to fa- 
tisfy it in what of that kind it had to demand, for 
that eSt&: in a word, he was born to the law, he 
lived to the law, and he 'died to the law : namely, 
for to clear accounts wkh it, to fatisfy it fully, and 
get life and falvation for us iT^th its good leave. He 
was made undkr the laWf to redeem them that were 
under the law, Gal« iv« 4, 5. And when once it fell 
upon him, it never left exaAing of him, till it had 
got the otmoft, farthing, and he was quite free with 
it, as dead to it, Rom^ vii. 4. In token whereof he 
got op the bond, blotted it out, yea rent it in {^es, 
rntiled it to hk crofs, GoK U. 14. Now, Chrift be- 
' / came 
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the laWy and dead to Chri(t. Rom. vii. 6. But notu 
we are delivered from the law, thai being dead 
wherein we were held; that wejhould ferve in new* 
nefs of Jpiritj and not in ih€ oldnefs of the latter. 
If by faith you wholly rely on Chrift'i righteoul^ 
' nefi, the holineft of his nature, the righteoufhefs 
of ht6 life, and his (atisfa£lion for fin^ how is it'po& 
fible but ye muft be dead to the law? for the law 
is not of fait by Gal. iii. 1 2, BiH if yoq-perform your 
obedience for life and ialvation^ looking for accept- 
ance wjth God oil the account of your works, you 
go in a y^ay direftly oppofite ta the way of feith, 
and'eitlier altogethci; rejeft Chrift's fatisfying of -the 
law, or elle impute imperfeflion unto his payment 
of the bond. And Chriji is become of no ^ffeii unt9 
yotty whofiever ofyau are jujlified by the law ^ ye are 
fallen from grace ^ Gal, v. 4. ^ 

Thus far of xhtfirfl part of the covenant, namely, 
the Conditionary parr. 

' The SECOND Part of the Covenant j namely y the 
PROMissoBX^ Part. 

IN every covenant, whether it be 4 jjroper or im- 
proper covenant, there is a promile. And in t 
proper covenant, the proraiflTory part anfWers to the 
conditionary part; beiYig an bbligation which the 
party-covenanter^to whom the condition is perform- 
ed, comes under for (bme benefit to be beftowed in 
view of the performance of the condition. TWs1s 
the promifeof a prbper covenant, binding on him who 
niakes it, providing the party contrafting with him 
do his part. Iti every fuch cafe,, where the thing 
is hwfiil atid poflibl'e, it binds in point of truth and 
faithfulnefs, by^virtue of compad: in fome cafes it 
bands alfo,-in point bf remunerative juftice: to wit. 
Where the condition performed is properly equivaleht - 
to the benefit promifed, 

*. ' The 
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he performed the condttiohi as head of the covenaot, 
iecond Adam^ and representative of his fted, thefe 
protnifes were made to him io that capadty. 

The promiles of this kind then were made to Chri(l 
only. And that was the peculiar honoar put upon- 
the head of the covenant^ in the promiflbty part ; as 
it was his peculiar burden to fulfil the condittonary 
part. So he hath the name which is above every 
namet and is anointed ivitb the oil of gladnefs aoove 
his fellows. In th6 ele£tion^ whereof he is the head, 
he (hrnes above the reft, as the (un in his meridian 
brightnefs, above the twinkling ftars. He is the Ben- 
jar^n at God's table with his brethren, whole inefs 
of promifes in the covenant is five times fa much 
as any of theirs ; the Jofeph who vi9iS fepardSe from 
his brethren^ in fulfilling the condition of the cove- 
nant, and had a double portion in the promiled land 
made over to him, as the firfi born amongfl many 
brethren. , 

Neyerthelefs, as the honour and profperity of the 
head redound to the members, their intereft, in re* 
IpeA of their union and communion, being a joint 
intereft j (b the glory and honour fettled on Ghrift 
by promile; are a fpring of grace arjd glory to his 
members, an enriching treamre, their glory and 
crown. He is that head of gold which puts a glory 
on the body: and the ointment poured upon the head^ 
cahnot mifi to go dawn to the skirts of his garments*, 
And hence is, (i.) The continual cry of prayer by 
the whole company of the feithful, for the acconi- 
pliihing of the promifes made to the Mediator, Pfal. 
Ixxii. 15. Prayer alfofhall be made for him continw 
ully.- It is evident that Pialm concerns the MefOas^ 
But prayer made continuaUy for ChriftI bow can 
that be? Why, till the world end, that cry in prayer 
ihall never ceafe among the faithful, Thy kingdom 
€ofnef MsLtth. vu 10. It began with Adam's embrace 
ing the promife of faith, wai carried on all along 

the 
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the mean time cicplain it by a promife of the bappi- 
ne& of his feed, P(alm Ixsxix. 3. with 4. verle 2S. 
and 29. verfe 35. and 36. ' Aad what is more figtu- 
rail than to make a promiJe to a father in fitvour of 
his children ? / 

2iiiy, QurOLord Jefus is conftitute the heir of aH 
things^ (Heb. L z.), in virtue of the promife of the 
covenant, I will make himmyjtrfihrn^ Pfil. Ixxxix* 
27. Now, if.Chrifti as the (Jicond Adam, he heit 
ef ^H things y by his Father's proi^ifei the promifes 
of alktffings are niadeto|iim; atid confec^uently, the 
promile of ettmal life, cxHnpreheading all happiiieis 
to his people, is made to him in the firft place. So 
€hrift is the $rft and chief h^ir; and they are iecon^- 
dary l^eirs in and through him. Hence, in view of 
the great promift of the covenant, / will be their 
God, our Saviour hath that endearing expreilion, / 
afcehi unto my Father and your Father^ and to my 
God and your God, Johnxsi' 17* Compare Rom.viii. 
17, And if children^ then heirs : ieirs of God, and 
joint heirs with drift. 

'idly, As in the covenant of works> God promiiled 
Gfe to AdamV natural leed, upon con^Uiion of his 
perfeA obedience ; which i| evident from d^th's 
coming on them by his disobedience ; (b in the co- 
venant of grace, he hath promiled life to Ghrift's 
ipiritual feed, upon condition of his obe^dience'; for 
AS in Adam all die, evenfo in Ghriftfhall all bje mad^ 
alive, I Cor^.xv. 22. But that promife of life for A«> 
dam's natural feed, was primarily ,made to Adam 
himielf, while as .yet none of '^em were in being; 
and they were to partake of k only tbr<n:^h him^ 
to whom it was made as their repre&ntative. There* 
fore the promife of life .to Chrift's fpirimal feed, 
was made chiefly to Ghrift himielf; and to them 
only in and through him. Accordingly we arc told, 
that the promife of eternal life, japon which the 
li6pe of believers it built^ was made before the world 

hegan. 
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Firft^ It comprehends^ as the matier thereof, all 
true bapfinrfs^* . For life is ufed for happineis in the 

' holy language, i Sam. xxv. 6* So John iv. 50. And 
itjsib uied in the ftyle of both covenants: Rom» x. 
5* The man that doth thofi things ^ /ball Rife (L e* 
be happy) by them. Hab. ii. 4. The juft Jhall live 
(/. e.' be happy) hy his fcuth. , The (kmlied have a 
life in hell that will laft for ever: but, in the ftyle of 
the holy Ghofty they never iee life, they are de- 
prived of eternal life ; becaufe their life is not a hap^ 
py life, but a miferable one. It is evident from the 
writings of the prophets and apofUes, that (he death 
threat^ed in the covenant of works, comprehend- 
ed ail miiery, in this wortd, and in the world to 
come; and, confequently, that the life therein pro- 
mifed, comprehended all happinefi in time andeter* 
aity. Forafmoch then as the life; promiied in the co» 
venant of gr^ce, Was ddigned for the retriving the 
lois finners foftained by the fall ; it inuft needs, in 
its compreheqfion, go as wide as the death which 
thereby they became liable onto* Fr^m all which 
we conclode, that God, in promiiing life to the eleft 
in CS^rtft, hath promi&dthem all happinefs;. which 
accordingly goes under the name of li& fimply in 
the fcripmr^, i John v. 12* He that hath the Son 
hath' life. And thus the covenant life extends to all 
welfare of the whole man, and to all the means by 
which it is compared. ^ 

I . The covenant life extends to all welfare of the 
^\ whole man, (bul and body; the latter-, as wdl as t*Re 
former. And therefore from the covenant our* Lord 
proves therefurreOion of the body againfl the Sad- 
du^ees, Matth: xxii. 31, 32. Though the fool is 

^ the principal part, it is not the only part, therein 
provided for« In virtue of the covenant, the body is 
for the Lordf and the Lord f^^4tt^i'^ > '^ ^^^^ ^^ 
the foul is for him, and he for1li?t Cor, vi.. 13. As 

= the body had'its (hare in the death threatened in the 

firft 
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firft covcnawi, Ibithathx and Ihall have iw (har« in 
the lift pi^oniifed ill tfae ftcoRdk Since the price of 
the Redeemer's 'blodd was paid for the bodies of his 
people, in his fulfilling the cemdition of the covenant: 
rhe Ivfe Ibeai^i m the promi^, ihufl extend to them, 
as ivell as to their ibuls* 

a. k extends to air the means by uhkh thst M^nel- 
f^re is to be compafied, begun, advanced, and pei-* 
fe(3"ed, Whether Puul^ or ApoUoSy or Cephas ^ or the^ 
*woridy t^r life, ordBoth^ cr things prefent^ or things 
to come ;- all are yonrs^ i Cor. iii. 2 a. For the le- 
curing of the beni^t itftjf by promife, (ecurcs all 
the mejins by which it is to be brought abouti 
Hence (he covenant tdelcends' even to rhe bread and 
the iifate^, necef&ry fin- the fupport of natural life| 
{la . xxxiiK 16. 

. Beeokdlyy The promife comprehends the everlajl* 
ingn^^oi '}kizx happinel^. It is nor only life that is 
proniifed, b\Jtt life efernalf life for evermore ^ Pfilm, 
cxxxiii. 3. ; which, from the moment it is given, 
Ihall /never be extiriguifhed, through the ages of 
tim^ ^tid eternity. In the l^yk of the fcripture, eter* 
tial life is bot reftrifted to the ftate of glory In hea-^ 
ven. But the life comttiunicated to a fitiHer, in the 
firft monaent of his union with Chrift, is efernal: ie 
IS the eternal R& protol&d m the covenant, according 
. to the .fctiptare, |obn iii& 36. He that believeth oh 
fieSoiSf hath everiafllng life. See chap. v. ^4* i Jbhri 
V* ir, t2i HencCj from the promife ^i" the covenant, 
i'he jujt fbaU Iwe by faith^ the dpoOle proves the; 
perftverinpeof the foitus, ffeb. x: 38.' A plain evi- 
denc€^ ^hat perfeverance in grace, in' this our f^ate of 
SmpprfeOfoin, is a part of ib^ eternal life promiftd in 
€be covetiant, as w^M as heavefi*s happinefs. And 
thus th^ coyensnt^ii^MlKtends to that which nonm is, 
and that *whi^h^hmS(^mey i Tim. iv. 8. 

I. It^exteAds iofhe life that now is in the world* 
An4 this is that eternal 4ife,fcegun in the fevcrat 
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fcmblance of (andification, going under the name 
of moral virtue, having no fpecial relation to Jefu^ 
Cbrift and his ind^velling Spirit ; but fuch as it is^ 
made the foundation of mens relative ftate in the 
favour of God. And Cnce the world by their ivifdom 
knew not Cod; it is not at all ftrange, the produce? 
of their wifdom,' in the matter of (anftification, or 
aflimilarion to his image, lies (b wide of the true 
£in(lification acceptable to him, difcovered in his 
word. Truly it is there only we can learn the my- 
ftery of the ianflification of a finner. And there it 
is revealed, that that great work is wrought by the 
Spirit oil the fouls of men in a ftate of union with. 
Jftfus Chrift, and after believing, Eph. i. 13. In whom' 
alfo after that ye believed^ ye were fealed with that 
holy Spirit of promife. It necelFarily depends on our 
union with Chrift, in that we are fan6lified in Chri/i 
JefuSy as members of his body, 1 Cor. i. t, ; created 
in Chrijl Jefus unto good workSn And faith is the 
inflrumental cau(e of our (anftification^ feeing we 
;kxt fan^ified by faith, Afts xxi. 18.; for thereby it 
is, that of his fulnefs we receive grace for grace, 
(John i. 16.); the which is communicated to us by 
his Spiritj who glorifies him, by reforming us after 
his image, by means of that communication of grace 
from Chrift unto us: John xvi. 14. He Jhall glorify 
me : for he Jhall teceive of mincy and fhall fhew it 
unto ycu, %o , beholding as in -a-glafs the glory 
of the lor^ (Chrift), we are changed into the fame 
image, from glory to glory^ even as by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord, 2 Cor, iii. 18. Thus one beipg tn 
Chrift, is made a new creature : forafinuch las he 19 
fuch a ftock as changes the graft into its own nature : 
Therefore if any man be in Chrifiy he is a new crea- 
ture, chap. v. 17. For as many of you as have been 
baptized into Chrifh, have put on Chrifiy Gal. iii. 27. 
-ft dependeth alfo upon our juftiBcation anj recon- 
ciliation with Gosi ; inafinpch lis t;he blood of Chrift, 
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whom he i$ to obey. He turns &om fin unto Goi 
coming back as a runaway (ervant to bis mailer^ re- 
turning to his place and duty in the family* And he 
i^eturns with blu(bing and tears. He is filled -with 
ibrrow and (bame JEbr offending a good and gracious 
God. Hi^ heart is turn^ againft fin, in hatred of 
it \ he hates it not only as a hurtful thing, that 
would ruin him ; but as a filthy and lothlbme thing, 
that defiles him. He lothes it as the abominable tilling 
that God hates X as the deformity of the foul, the ve- 
ry reverie of the glorious holinefi of God exprefled 
in his law. He lothes himfelf for it ; calls himfelf 
fool and beaft, for his entertaining it ; finites on his 
bread:, as if he would bruife that breaft it was bred 
in; and fmit^son his thigh, as if he would break the 
legs that carried him in the way of it, Luke xvi 20, 
21., and xviii. 13.^ Jcr. xxxi. 18, 19. And he re- 
turns with full purpole of and endeavour after new 
obedience j with a heart inclined to keep God's fia* 
tutes always even unto the end, Pial. cxix. 33. : and 
filled with carefulnefs in that point, vehement defire 
of it, and zeal for it, 2 Cor. vii. 1 1 . 

2. The other chief branch of the promifeof lanc- 
tification, is the promife of a^ual grace and Ar^ngjdi 
for all holy obedience; whereby one may be enabled 
acceptably to perform obedience, in all and every aft 
of mortification or dying unto fin, and of living unto 
righteoufnefs ; to do every duty that is required of 
hirn, and to bear whatfbever afflidion is laid upon 
him, Pfalmxj^ii. 30. A fied fhall ferve him.^ Zech. 
X. 12* ^nd I will ftrengthen them in the Lord, and 
they Jhall walk up and down in his name. Hof. xiv. 9. 
The ways of the Lord are^ right, and the jujl Jhall walk 
in them, Ezek. xxxvi. 27. ^nd I will caufe you to 
walk in my Jlatutes, and ye Jhall keep my judgments, 
and do them. And Deut. xxx. the i;oot promiftof 
fimftification, in circumcijing of the heart to love the 
Lord, is in the' fltft place propofed, verfe 6* ; ^od 
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warratng and moiftening influences from thie hea- 
vens ; or, that we have a power of natural motion, 
and yet cannot aftually move a finger, without a 
common providential influence of the Spirit of God, 
in (or by) whom we livey and move^ M\s xvi. zSi 
"Wherefore the promife is extended, as we have (aid, 
unto aftual grace, and ftrength for the afts of holy o- 
bedience; and is fo made forthcoming to believers in 
their aftual and prbgreflive (anftification. 

And thus fuch a fufficient provifion and allowance 
of grace is made in the covenant for believers, as 
that it is poffible for them, even in this lifp, to per- 
form obedience to the law of Ghrift, the ten com- 
mandments, the eternal rule of righteoufheis, in all 
the parts thereof^ acceptably : fo that there is no 
corruption fo ftrong, but one may get it acceptably 
mortified ; nor does the Lord require any duty ib 
difficalt, but bne may get it acceptably done; nor is 
there any trial or affliction Co heavy, but one may 
get it acceptably born. If it had not been (b, our 
Lord would not have made doing whatfoevcr he com- 
mands, the diftinguifhing mark of his friends, John 
XV. 14. The apoftle doth indeed deny, that wc 
are fufficient of our(elves ; but withal he teachetb^ 
that there is a fufficiency for us of God, 2 Cor. iii. 5. 
So the Lord himfelf taught him, in his own cafe, 
chap. xii. 9, Myj^race is fufficient for thee. Without 
it were fb, Chrift's yoke could not be eafyi nor his 
burden light, Matth, vi. 30. ' Nay, they would be 
like the yoke and burden of the law as a covenant of 
works, grievous to be born, chap. Xjuii. 4. But his 
commandments are not grievous , i. JoRn v. 3". -It >yas 
no vain boafting the Apoftle ufed, wheii he ftid, / 
can do all things through Chrifi which ftrengtheneih 
me, Philip, iv. 13. "Nor was Epaphras out, in fup- 
pofing that the CQloilian believers might /tand cam- 
pleie in all the will of God, Col/ iv. 12. DaiVid 
had God*s crwn teftimony> as to fa£t io that matter, 
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The Spirit of Chrift ever dwells in them, and fb con- 
tinues an invidable bond of their union with him ; 
and dwelling in rhem, he recovers them when they 
are fallen, ftirs iip the holy lire of grace lying hid with. 
afhes of corrp prion. Then the withered hand of faithi 
is again ftretched out ; and the man believes the pro- 
mile of the pardon of guilt of eternal wrath, as to all 
his fins; this melts his heart in kindly repentance ; 
arid (b he believes the promiC* of continued pardon, 
Ss to fatherly anger, with refpeft to the fins the 
caufes of God's prefent controverfy with him, and 
obtains pardon accordingly. By thefe means, matters 
are always kept from coming to a total rupture. 

V. The Promifc of temporal Benefits. 

In the fifth and laft place, the promife of eternal 
life to ihe ele£V, confidered in this period, compre» 
hends a promile of temporal benefits to be conferred 
bn them, and every one of them, being united to 
Ghrift: asd that in fuchmeafure, as God fees meet 
Ibr his own glory and their good. This promife iknds 
imbodied with the fpiritual prorpifes in the covenant, 
Ezek. xi^xvi* 29. / will alfo fave you from all your 
undeannejfesy and I ivill call for the cOrn and en^ 
creafe it. Hof. ii. 22. The earth fl^all hear the corn ^ 
and the winCf and the oil^ and they fi) all hear JezreeL 
Indeed this is not the principal thing .contained in 
the promifFory part of the covenant; but it is a ne» 
ceffary addition thereto: as the prefent ftate of the 
iaints, while in this world, doth require,. Matth. vi. 
33. And thus godUnefs, as the Apoflle obferves, 
r Tim. iv. 8. hath promife of the life that now is,^ 
and of that which is to come, 

When^God took man into the Erft covenant, he 
made provifion in it for his temporal as well as for- 
.his fpirltuai and eternal welfare. He gave him a 
right to, and dominion over the creatures in the 
earth, fea, and air; giving and granting unto him 
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till at death they be carried home to heaven. And - 
the performance of this promUe to them, is began 
immediately upon their uniting with Gbrift: then 
their covenant-relation to the iirA Adam is found 
to be lawfully diflblyed ; the forfeiture is taken off*; 
and a new covenant-right to the creatures is given j 
them: I Ck>r. ill. 22, 23. JU are yours: and ye arc '^ 
Chrifl's, And it goes on all along till death \ lo 
much of this their Aock being from time to time 
put into their hands, as the great Adminiftrator fees 
needful for them. And whether that be little or 
muchy they do from that moment poilefs it by a 
new title : it is theirs by covenant. 

Now, this promife is grafted upon the promKe 
made to Chrift of his inheriting all things. For 
they that are his, are joint-heirs with him, Rom/ 
viii. 17. to inherit all things too, through him, Rev, 
xxi, 7. The eftate and honour which the firft A- 
damJoft for himfelf and family, by his difobeoience 
in breaking of the firft covenant, was, in the fecond 
covenant, made over by prornile to Ghrift the le^ 
cond Adam, for him and his, upon the condition of 
his obedience. The which obedience being perform- 
-ed, the whoie ancient eftate of the family was reco- 
vered, together with the honours thereunto belong- 
ing. The ancient dominion was reftored, in the 
per(bn of Chrift as (econd Adam: and all his myfti- 
cal members pnrtake thereof in him. This the Pfal- 
mift teacherh, Pfalm viii. 4. What is man^ that thou 
art mindful of hirri? and the fon of man, that thou 
vifitefl hiin? Ver. 5. ^or thou haft made him a little 
lower than the angels^ and haft crowned him with 
glory and honour, Ver. 6. Thou rnadeft htm to have . 
dominion over the works of thy hands : thou ha/f put 
all things under his feet: Ver. 7. Allfl)eep and oxen, 
yeai and the beafls of the field: Ver. 8. The fowl of 
the air ^ and the fi(h of the fea, and whatfoever pajf 
eth through the paths of the fias. Though there 
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fied. And as fleep for their reftc(htiiei:\t is neccflary 
too, the promife bears it alio : Prov. iii. 24. TAou 
Jhalt lie dovjfty and thy fleep fhall be fweet* They 
need cloathing, and provifion is made as to Its Mat. 
vi. 30. If God Jo clothe the grafs of the field* 
fhall he not much more clothe you^ ye of Itttk fahh? 
Having made thera, by covenant^ a new grant of life 
and of a body^ which is more than meat and cloath- 
ing, he will not refiile them tbcfe lefler things ne* 
peflary for the fupport of the greater : verfe 25. Is 
not the life rnore than meatf and the body thoA rai- 
ment ? Thas our fallen firft parents, paving bdiev* 
ed and eitib'raced the promife of life, had, with the 
new grant of life, .food and raiment provided for 
them, as is particularly taken notice of, Gen. iii* 15, 
1 8, 2 1 . A blefling alfb on their labours i^ promifed, 
and fuccefs in their lawful callings and affairs, I(a* 
Ixv. 21, 22^ 23. In a word, the covenant bears, that' 
God 'mill with' hold no good thing frowst hem' that live 
uprightly^ Pftlm Ixxxiv. ii. 

2. There is alfo a promiie o£ proteCHon fiom the . 
evil things that concern this life : Plalm xci. 10. 
There fhall ho evU befal thee. Ver. 1 1 . For he Jhalt 
give his angels charge over thee^ to keep thee in M 
thy ways. Together with the bread and the water 
provided by the covenant for them to live on, the 
munitions of rocks are (ecured to them for a place 
of defence, where they may fafelj(i^njpy them, !&• 
xxxni. 16. The fame Lord who is a fun to nou- 
ri(h them, will be a ihield to proteA. them, Pfalm 
Ixxxiv. II. He will be a wall of fire round about 
them, to cheriih them, and to keep off, fcare, and 
iright away their enemies, Zech. ii. 5. The cove- 
nant yields a broad covert for the fafety of believers: 
Pfalm xci. 4. He Jhall cover thee with bis feathers* 
The covert of the covenant is ftretched out over 
their bodies; over their health, to prelerve it, while 
k is neceflary for God's honour and their own igood, 
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hath itseffeA upon them, from their death, alia* 
long through eternity. And ib the great lines of it 
are two; to wjt, a pvotmCe of vi^oryover deaths 
and a promife of everlafling life in heaven. And 
theie things I j[haI1 touch more briefly, having hand- 
led them at largCveKewhere. 

I. Thepromife of viStory over ieath. 

The promife of eteriial life comprehends a pro- 
mile of viSiory over deaths to be conferred on ajl 
and every one of the fpiritual feed, in the encoun- 
ter with that laft enemy: Ila. xxv. 8. He wiU/iual' 
lo^ tip death in ti^ory, and tie Lord God will wipe 
away tears from off alt faces* After the weariibme 
march, and the reiterated flght of faith they have 
In their paflage thro* the wildernefs of this world, 
they have to pd(s the Jordan of deaths and to light 
the laft battle with that enemy. But the viftory is 
fecut^d on their fide by promife; of which there 
arc two chief branches, to wit, a promife of dijami*' 
ing death, and a promife of deflroying it. ^ 

I. Thefe is a promife of difammg death to the 
dying believer; ib that it fhall at no rate be «ble to 
reach him a ruinating flroke: Hof. xili. 14. deaths 
^J will be thy plague \ namely, by taking the fting 
quite away, i Cor. xv. ^^. When fin entered the 
world, death followed ; and fin fiirniflied death 
with an Invenomed fting, wherewith to' kill the fin- 
ner, both (bul and body ar once : the holy law, with 
its curfe, fixed* this fiing in death's Jiand ; having 
firA fo pointed it, that it could not mi(s of doing 
Execution, But Chrift the fecoivd Adam, having 
undertaken to bear the curfe, and to die in the room 
and fiead of his people ; there was thereupon made 
a promife of difermii^g "death to them ; fincc the 
Surety fuffering the pains of death armed with its 
fti^ng, -the principal behoved to be liberate from 
(ufTering the lame over again. And thus the cove-/ 
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the heavenly glory, 2. Cor. v. 2. Indeed the curfe 
of the firft covenant did, upon the breaking of, that 
cpvenant, fall to their lot, a$ vrell as to the reft of 
mankind: and that cur(e would natively have ifliied 
in cutting them afunder, as covenant breakers, and 
appointing them their portion with the hypocrites; 
but that being executed to the full on Chrift their 
bead, to the parting aRinder of his holy (bul and 
body, it cad t^rate no more on them. Wherefore, 
howbeit others die in virtue of the curfe, (eparating 
their (buls and bodies, the one to the place of tor- 
ment, the other to the grave, till the la(t day ; yet 
they do not (b die. Being redeemed from the curje^ 
Gal. iii. 13* xhey Jhall never fee fiich deaths John 
viii. 51. But they die in conformity to Chrift their 
head, being prede/linate to be conformed to his imager 
(Rom. viii. 29.) who is the fir fi born from the dead^ 
Col. L 18. and thi fir ft fruits of them that fleep^ 
which every man is to follow in his own order^ 
t Cor XV. 20. 23. That, as in the caie 6f the head^ 
{o in the cafe of the members, as death came on by 
fin, fin niay go off by death. In virme of their 
communion with Chrift in- bis death, the union be* 
twixt thtir (buls and mortal bodies is difiblvedt 
rheir fouls difmifled in peace into the heavenly gl6« 
ry, there to remain till fuch time as their bodies^ 
Ud down in the grave, come, in virtue of their com* 
munion with Chrift in his re(urre£tion> to put on 
iacorruption and immortality* 

This promifc is grafted upon the promifeofac* 
ceptance made to Chrift, when he (hould <makel)is 
(bul an offering for fin. In confidence of which ac* 
ceptaofre, dying on the crofs he commended his fpi« 
fit, or foul, into the hands of his Father, Luke 
xxiii. 46.; and told the penitent thief, he was to b^ 
that very day in paradife, though then it w^s to* 
wards the evening of it, ver. 43. The words in 
which be commended bis fbui to his Father^ were 
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Ifa. xl. if 10. and liii. 2. ; and then» in carrying him 
upf and carrying him through in his work, notwith* 
Aanding of the load of imputed (in that lay apoa 
him, and the oppofition he met with from the world, 
and the powers of hell engaged againft him^ Ifa. xlix. 
8. and 1. 7, 8, 9. ; and finally, in raifing him from 
the dead, taking him up' into heaven, and glorifying 
him there for ever and ever, 1 Tim. iii, 16. Evert (o 
the promiie dS eternal life to the ele£t, included there- 
in, 16 fulfilled^ in prefenring them in their uncotivert- 
ed ftate, till fuch time as they are united to Chriftby 
faith s and then, in carrjring them up, and carrying 
them through, in favour and communion with God, 
daring the whole time of their continuance in this 
world, notwithftanding all the oppofition from the 
devil, the world, and the fleih: a!nd laftly, in raifing 
them up at the laft day, and receiving them, foul and 
body, into heaven, there to be ever with th^ Lord. 

And now, from the whole of what hath been (aid 
«n that point, we deduce the following Inference, to 
wit, That all the benefits of the covenant of gra^ce 
heflo^edf or to be be/iowed on finners^ are thefure 
mercies of David^ Wa. Iv. 3. This may be taken up 
itn the(e three things following. 

I. They are all of them mercies, pure mercies 
without refpeft to any worthine(s in the receivers. 
They are all free-grace gifts; for the covenant is to 
vs a covenant of grace, from the firft to the laft : 
Eph. ii. 7. That in the ages to come^ he might she^ 
the exceeding riches of his grdce^ in his kindnefs to* 
•mardi us, through Chrifi Jefits. Ver. 8. For by grace 
Mre ye faved thro* faith: and that not of yourfehest 
it is the gift of God. The receiving of believers in- 
to glory^, is, after all their working, as much of 
free grace, as the quickening of them, when be- 
ing dead in fin, they could do no good work at all. 
»They have their foith and their Works, their grace 
aftd their ^loiy, their temporal and their eternal 
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doth entirely depend on this covenant; and that all 
the difpenfadons of God toward thenii for carrying 
On and completing that gfacioas de(tgti| are regalaz- 
ed according to it ; and fince Vithal it is in itielf a 
deepeft iecret, being a compaft entered into betwixt 
the Father and the Son, before the ^orld began: it is 
altogether neceflarj^ that there be an admintftratioi] 
of it, whereby it may be rendered effectual to the 
end for which it was made. And hereof we will have 
a view, by^cbnfidering, i. The party on whom the 
adminiftradoh of the covenant is devolved; 2. The 
otje^ of the adminiftration ; 3. The ends of it; and * 
4. The nature of it. Of all which in order. 

. I. Ckriji the Admimftrator of the Covenant. 

SUCH is the nature of the thing, the weight and 
importance of this adminiftration, that none who 
was not fit to be a party-contraftor in thfe covenant, 
could be meet t6 be intruded therewith. Where- 
: fore the adminiftration of the covenant was devolved 
I upon no mere man nor angeli but on the Lord Jefos 
Chrift the (econd Adam : and he hath it by the cove* 
i nant itielf^ as a reward of his work. It was therein 
I made over to him by proniife; particularly, by the 
\ promife of a glorious exaltation, to be the Father's 
/ honorary (ervant, prime minifter of heaven menti- 
' oned before, and now to be'more fully and diftinftly 
unfolded. It was for this caufe the lafl Adam was 
made a quiekening Spirit ^ as faith the text, i Cor. xv. 
45. with which we fhall compare the promife, 

Ifa. xlix. 8. twill give thee for a covenant of the 1 

people. "" « 

' ' Tbefe arc the Father's words to Chrift the fecood 
Adam, the great furety fervant, chofen to make re- 
paration of the injury done to the honour of God by 
the fpiritual Ifrael, ver. 3. ; the light of the Gentiles, 
yer. 6. which is none ptber but he, Luke ii. 32* AAs 
^ • xiii. 
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h^ive free^cceis; though in. the mean dme it doth not 
enlighten the blind, nor thofe who will needs liva 
in darknefsy becaufe they hate the light. This ha« 
ooor was (ecured to him in the promiiTory pan of 
the covenant, in conlideration of his fulfilling the 
conditionary pari thereof. * 

Now, that phrift is by die authority of heaven 
confticute or made the covenant, imports theie two 
things, (ir) He t$ conftitute adminiftrator of the co- 
venant: as be had the burden of purchafing the 
proimled benefits, i^ be, hath the honour oFdiftribut- 
ing and conferring them on finners. This meaning 
of the phrafe appears firom the following words, d^ 
daring the end of this confticution ; t9 eftabtijb the 
earth, /« ctskufe to inherit the dejhlate heritages; verie 
9. That thou mayeji fay t9 t%e prifoners^ Go forth. 
See chap. xlii. 6, 7. (2.) The whole of the ooi^^xvixA 
is in him ; (b that he that hath Chrift', hath the cove^ 
nant, the whole of the covenant ; he that hath not 
Chrift, hath no (aving part nor lot m it. This is the 
native import of this unuiual phiafe, occurring only 
here and chap, xlii 6. and is confirmed by the [bli* 
lowing words, to eftablifh the earths A covenant U 
an eftablifhing thing. When the.firfi covenant was \ 
broken, the foundations of the earth were, fb to 
ipeak, looicned, that it could no more (land firm, 
until Ghrift was ^iven for a covenant,* to eftabli(h it 
again: he bore up the pillars thereof in virtue of the 
new covenant in himfcif And if his adminiftraii- 
on of the covenant were once at an end on the earthy 
.the earth (ball (land no longer, bat be reduced to 
a(hes. The f ying concerning the (acramental cop, 
Thii cuph the new teftament in my bloody i C3or. xi* 
•25^ is (b^:iewhat a kin to the exprefGon in the text, 
and lerves to confirm the ien(e given <^ it. For it 
ftirely bears, (i.) That the iacramental cup is the 
minillration of the new tefbment to belie^nng recei- 
vers; (b that rrc^^ng the one in fiuthi they receive 
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fore they may confidently draw neav joining them- 
(ilves to him as the head of the covenant: and with-' 
al, he 18 the true God, undoubtedly able to make the 
covenant efie^ual for their talVation, notwithAand- 
ingofall their Unworthsn^fs, 

3. It is fiiked to the honour of Chrift himfelfy 
the peace maker, who bath it as the reward of his 
work. Jofeph, being fold for abond-fervant, bcbav* 
cd himfelf with all raeeknefs, patience, and feitb* 
folneft in thatlow charafter; the which was aftei;- 
wards by all-ruling Providence, abundantly reward- 
ed with honour, in bis being advanced to be th« 
prime miniftcr of the kingdom of Egypt, having tbc 
adminiftrition of the whole kingdom comnrittcd to 
biro, Pial. cv. 17,— 22. Herein he wi^^ typeoFChnft* 
The Lord Jefos did voluntarily fobmit himfelf tp tie 
loweA ftep of reproach and dilgrace, taking upon hf(B 
the form of a bond-fervant» and humbling himfelfis 
that form> tvm u»U tie dtAtk of the crefi\ and that 
to perform the condition of the coyenanti for th^ 
glory of God and the Talvation of his people t and 
therefore he yras edited to the higheft pinnacle of 
honour, being advanced to the prime miniftry of 
heaven, having the adminiftration of the covenant 
put into his hand, ruling over all under his Father ; 
whereby is given him a name, which is above eve^f 
name, whether of men or angels, alt thtngs being 
put un^ bis feet J PhiK ii, 7, 8, 9,, Eph* i. 2o» 2K 
22, 23. In reipe^ hereof, be is often called the Fa* 
ther's.fervanr, namely, his honorary fervantj and 
his honour in that charaAer is often promiikd to be 
made very great, lia. xlix 6, and lii«, 13, 14, 15* 
Zecb* iii* 8* "with in. 12. 13. 

And fcfrafmoch as the everlalling covenant will 
'continue.to.be the ground and rule of God'is difpeo* 
fition towards his people for evermore; by the con* 
Aitution lod|^ng the adminifiration of the coveijaDt 
in the perim of Chrift, he is to enjoy that honour 

and 
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df ydtir own, ch^feft of God for yoo, i»liethcr y<m 
«iploy him or not He Is by his' Father's srppoint** 
Ihent the phyficianof (buls; ye arc the (ick; and 
the lefs ftnfible ye are, the more dangeroufly fick r 
fhere l< a valuable relation then berwixt^Chrift and 
yow, as filch, Marth. ix. ii, 12. He is tfat great 
kordervbearer, that gives reft to them tb^ Mottr 
and are heavy laden ^ Matth. xi. 28. Pia!. li. 22- Ye 
labour, (pending ^'our labour for that which fatisfkth 
mt s and are laden 'with iniquity ^ even heavy laden, 
and nothing the lefs fo, that ye atie tiot duly (etifible 
thereoF: there is a retetton then'tJWtwixt Chrift and 
you, en that very fcore. Now, If Chrift ftands re- 
lated to die world of inanktnd finners, as their Sa- 
viour, dien they are the ol^^ ^^^ his admhiiftfatioa 
of the covenant- ^ - 

5. iajlyy If it were not fo, Ihen there woaWbe 
(ome excepted perfons of the world of tnankind fin" 
ncrs, for whom there i$ tto warrant, more than (br 
dcvih, to take hold of the covenant, by beKevingia 
Chrift; contrary to the conftant voice of the golpel; 
John iii. 16^ Mark xn. 15. For forely tlrey have no 
warrant to>take hoM of the covenant, to whom the 
adminiftrator is not im powered to give it. Whidi I 
g( the world of mankind finners cat! (hefe excepted 
perlons be ? Not Pagahs, and other infidek, who 
hear no* the gofpeh for hovi^eit,"i« the depth of 
fovencign wifdom, xhit warrant ie not intimated to 
fhem ; yet it doth really extend to them as included 
und^r that general term,' 'wbofiever, John Hi. x6« 
And if it did not extend to them, the covenant 
couW not hwfolly be preached and offered to them 
by minifters of the goiprf; more than a carrier could 
lawfiilly-go and proclaim and offer the king'fe indem* 
fnty to thofe who have no concern in k, bet are 
excepted out of it. The miniftcrial go(peI offer ir* 
undoubtedly null and void, as fer as it exceeds the 
bounds of the pbjeft of Cbrift's adnriDlftration of tha 
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Though the covenant was concluded vfrom eternity^ 
when we could neither content nor dtflent ; yet, by 
the conftitution thereof, it is provided, that, even 
to the end of time, any (inner of the race of Adam^ 
who (hall believe, his receiving and embracing the 
covenant by faith, (hall be as good and valid to en- 
ter him into it, as if he had per(bnally (ubtcrlbed it 
at the making thereof, John iii. 16. Thus it is left 
open to mankind-flnncrs, that thcv may comq into 
it, taking plaae therein under Ghrift the head ; and 
fo become pCT(bnally confederate with Heaven, to 
their eternal (alvation. And there is room enough 
within the compaii of the infinite name of the (econd 
Adam, fbr all of us to fubfcribe o\ir little ^ names. 
"Wherefore, notwitbltanding of all that Tiavc already 
(ub(<^ribed, in that name^ (aying, / am the Lord' 5 f 
i. e. the Lord Chri(l's, l(a. xliv. 5. (ince Eve firit 
(et down her name there, by believing the promi(c 
firft, whereby (he then comm^ncedy and a^ually 
nvat the mother of all livings Gen. iii. 20. ; yet th^ 
voice of' the go(pel ftill is, and will ^ be even to the 
end, 4'*d yet there is room, Luke xiv. 22; For ty- 
pifying of which Noah's ark was, by^he appoint- 
ment of Heaven, made all little rooms. Gen. vi. 15. I 
called in the margin there, nq/fs. Now, the Media- 
tor is authori(ed to treat with (inners, rebels to God, 
and (ubjefts of Satan^s kingdom, to bring them over 
to Heaven's fide again ; and for that effeft to admi- . 
ni(ler the covenant unto them, to propofe it to thfera, 
and gather them into the bond thereof. Wherefore, 
having gone forth on that errand, he teftifies his 
earneftnefs in the work, Matth. xxiii. 37. How often 
luOuld I have gathered thy children / and declares 
hsm(elf the dbor of the Jheep, John x. 7, 9. 

2. The management of them in the covenant, ac« 
cording to it, during their continuance in this world. 
When (inners are, by the Mediator's admini(tration, 
brought within the bond of the covenant, they are 

not 
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Natural men may indeed (hape the covenai^t, in their 
own apprehenlions, i*iiQ iuch a fbrm^ as they. may 
have a very good liking pf it. They may apprehend 
it as a covenant defigned to make^men ealy and hap- 
py ; ivhile in the mean time it allows them, at leaft 
ia (bme inftances, to be unholy: as ^ covenant where* 
in, thr6ogh ChriA's means,, they may obtain accept* 
ance with God by their good works, notwithitand- 
ing of their ill works. But in nil this they are in love 
^tb a creature of their own fancy, not with God's 
covenant of grace. Let the covenant be fet before 
them in the light of the holy Scripture, and viewed 
by them in that light; they^will be Hire \o diilike it^ 
and pick holes in iti Let the defign of the covenant 
be fairly dilcovered, as being to exalt God's free grace 
on tJie ruins of all excellency left with man; to make 
Chrift all, and man nothing in his own (alvation ; 
the proud heart cannot away wjth that, cannot fuh'^ 
mit to tie righteoufnefi ofGod^ Rom, x, 3. The effi- 
cacy of it, ih working out fin, feparating between 
the (bul and its deareft lufts, once fairly appearing ; 
natural men flee from it^ as if <me cried unto them^ 
There is death in the pot. Let them ferioufly enter 
into the thought, how it is fuited to the honour of 
God, ^nd the divipe perfections; and how it is fuited 
to their real fafety fciefbre him ; and they cannot fee 
how it is fb. To the Jews wifllom it is a flumbling- 
block, a device inconliflent with the divine perfect- 
on; the Grecian learning pronounceth it fboliflmefS|i 
a method of falvation ppfafe to be trufled to: only 
the eye of fiiith difcovefs it t6 be the power of God, 
and the wifdom of Gods fafe for guilty creatures,, and 
honourable for a holy God, i Ck>r. i. 23, 24. 

in. Upon the difcovery of the covenant to tbem» 
as made from eternity between God and the fecond 
Adam, and offered to them in the gofpel ; they vAM 
fitisfy tbemfelves, in their covenanting, with heaven's 
draught of it^ fo far as they underf&nd : and they 
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lakold^ cftn be within the bond of the holy cavpmtx \ , 
IsToy iure they are not ;< they have oot the Spirit of 
the covenant. , The Spirit of the covenant makes 
the covenanted initially holy ; and to prefs towards 
the mark, to wreftle, long^ grone, and. pant for the 
perfe&ion of hoUne^y Philip* iit* 14. ir makes a 
vein of holineis run through their whole man; their 
whole life ; thdr thoughts, their words^ their stCtU 
ons; their dealings with Go()^ and their dealings 
v^ith men. The covenant was erected on purpofe 
to de/froy tie Utork cf the devil : it was a confede- 
racy entei^^d into by the. Father and the Son^ for 
rooting fin out of the hearts and livei of the children 
of Adam; for reftoring the divine image in them; and 
lor bringing them again to a p^rk& conformity to 
the moral law of the ten cohinMndmentSy from which 
they fell in Adam. For thisend was the condition 
of it performed, the promiles of it made, and. the 
admintftration thereof' commjtted to the holy Jefus: 
;i John ill. 8. Fer this purpo/i the Son of God was 
manifejiedf that he might deftroy the works of the 
Jevih Wherefore, whofbever partake of the Spirit 
of the covenant, partake of the fpirit of holinefs : 
Gal. V. ^8. -^ye he led by the Spirit, ye are hot under 
the law. Verfe 16. JValk in the Spirit, ^id ye Jb^ill 
mt fulfil the tuft of the flejh. 

a. The Spirit of the covenant is an ingenious /r^e 
fiiftt, Pfalm li. 12. It is the fpirit of f«ns, not of 
flaves; (^freemen, not of bond men, Rom. vlii. 15. 
There is fi>me obolience to the holy law given by 
, iinbelievers, the men of t^e firfl cdvenant, as well 
as by believers, the men of the fecpnd covenant i 
and the eyes of the' world can perceive no difference 
bctween^ the obedience of Ibmc of ihe former (brr, 
atld of thofe of the latter fort ; howbeit there is a 1 

vaft difference, which is (een by the all -feeing eye. 
Are thefe within th6 covenant praying perfons ? So 
are many, who have ao faying part nor lot in it, Ifa. 
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v^y^ find the tokens, of hfe .'favour, John Kiv. 2i. 
and in tbe ^d perfeft happinefs in hezVen; all 
through Jeitts Chrift alone, i Cor. xv* 58. Our need 
of theie things for incitements to di^ty^.do indeed 
argue oor^childiOi ilate, for there will be no^need of 
thefe fears and hopes in heaven ; but by no means 
a flavifli flate. Neither is it ar all flavifh, to have 
the heart filled with a reverential fear add dread of 
God, upon the. confideration of his tremenduous 
jufUce, and wrath in hell, againft the milerable ob« 
jeAs thereof; and to be ftirred up to duty thereby, 
Mattha x« 28« Meb. xii. 28, 29* To| look thereunto, 
and move away towards God in the way of duty, 
i^th fear and tremblings is very agreeble to the 
Aate of thoie who have by faith received a kingdom 
that cannot be moved s but are not yet alcended intp 
heaven : who are indeed drawn up out of the fear* 
ful depth; but are not as yet hauled up to the top of 
the rock» though the flrong chain of^ the covenant 
is (b about them, that they (hall never full down a* 
gain. For in heaven the awe and reverence of God, 
on that fi:ore, will be perfeft, Ifa« vt. 1,2, 3. But 
it is ilavifb for faints, to fear their being caft into 
hell for fin ; and fervile, to hope their obtaining 
heaven for their good works. And yet ^hat fiavi(h 
fear and fervile hope, may creep in upon the chil* 
dren of the f^ond covenant, and mpve them to du- 
ty : becaufe their faith is weak, much of the old 
Adam remains in theqot, and it is not eafy for them^ 
thoDgh dead to the law in point of priyil^^, to be 
dead to it in point of practice. But the£ impure 
mixtures of felfiihnefs in their duties will be humb- 
ling unto them : and they will loath themfelves, for 
that they aft not, in their obe;dience, with more of 
the free fpirit and fbn-like difpofition* And their will 
in that cafe is accepted through Ghrift« 

3. The Spirit of the covenant is a fpirit of ^ym/itf • 
; Ay regulated by the covenant. There is a com- 

mon^eis 
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filled. So the burden of tbe condition is over with- 
out yo0 ; and yd are called to the benefit of tbe pro- 
niifcs.' And that ye may have the more clear aiccefi 
thereto, the admi^iftration of the covenant is put in- 
t > the band of the lame Chrift Jefus: and he is in- 
trufted with all the 'promifes, to fulfil them to fin- 
ners. He hath begun to fulfil them to all who have 
taken hold of the covenant ; and is ready to fulfil 
them to all who yet (ball take bold thereof. For that 
end he bath m^de his teftament of tbefe promifes^ 
and cofiituted finners of mankind his legatees ; that 
whofbever of them will, may come, claim, and take 
the ivater cf life freely y Rev. xxii. 17. Tbe whole 
of the covenant js in him. In him is God, the par- 
ty contractor on Heaven's fide, 2 Cor/ v. 19. He 
himfcif is the party contraftor on man's fide : and in 
him are alhbelievers really, and all the eleft legally 
?ind reprefcntatively. In hmi is the condition of the 
covenant, and that as fulfilled : he is the herd our 
righteoufne/Sy Jer. xxiii. 6. In him are allthe pro^ 
^ifes yeay and amen y 2 Cor. i, 20. all meeting in him, 
as lines of a circle in their centre ; and Jure and fted- 
faft, no ways liable to mifgive, as did the promile of 
the covenant of works in the firfl Adam. Aiid he as 
a King hath emitted his royal proclamations, bear- 
ing, that whofoever will come unto him, and unite 
with him as head of the covenant, fliall betaken in- 
to it, and have a right to all the privileges thereof 
in him, and through him. 

, Thus the covenant is brought to you, and let be- 
£>re you in the gofpel; fo that ye mufl needs be ei- 
ther receivers or refufers of itV Refule it not: that 
is dangerous beyond expreffion. Take hold of it ; 
for it is your life- Sjnn.ers, ye are tinder the cove-' 
nant of works, where there is no life, nor (alvation for 
^you : but the, door of the new-covenant is opened Un- 
to you; com^, enter into it without delay. Flee, 
and make your cfciipe out of the dominion^ of the 
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And this, is that &ving faith, or bdieving on Ghrift 
Jefus, by which a Cnticr is united to bim, and per- 
K>nal]y entered' within the covenant of grace tioto 
falvatioa : AAs xvi. 31. Believe on the Lord Jefus 
Chf^ift^ and thoujbali hefaved. PGdm ii. 12. K^i the 
Son left he he angry ^ and ye perijb-^: hlejed are all 
they that put their truft in him. And Pialm xxxini. 
40. He /ball five them, becaufe they truft in bim. 
Rom. XV. 1 2. ^ hhn fball the Gentiles trufl^ Compare 
Ifa. xi- 10. Rom. i. 17. Therein is the rigbteoufie/i rf 
God revealed from faith to faiths or. Therein is the 
righteoufnefsofGodbyfaithf revealed onto faitb^ to 
wity to be believed or trufted on. See Philip. Si. 9, 
Gal, it. 16. We have believed in Jejks Chrifi^ that vie 
might be juflified. AAs xv. 11. IVe heHeve, fbatf 
through the grace of the Lord Jefas Chrift we ^batt ^ 
be favtd^ i Theflf. ii. 13. 2> received it not as the 
vford of men, but (as it is in truth) the vtordofGod. 
1 Cor. ii. 5. That your faith Jhould not /land in the 
m/i/dom of men f but in the power of Cod, This, ac- 
cording to the (cripturei is a finner's receiving and 
re fling upon Chrift for falvationy as (aving feith is de- 
fined in our Catechifin : and this is indeed believing, 
and nothing but believing, according to the (criptu- 
ral uie of that word. 

* I. I (ay; this is the (criptural receiving and reft- 
ing on Chrift, It is the reedvtng of him in the 
lenfe.of the holy icripture : John i. 12. As many as\ 
received him, to them gave he power to become the 
Jons of Godf even to them that believe on his name :■ ♦ 
where the receiving of Chrift is explained by believ- 
ing on his name. God hath appointed Chrift Savi- 
our of the world,- and your Saviour. You hear the 
£ime publilhed in the goipel ; and you accordingly 
believe that he is your Saviour by his Father's ap- 
pointment, and his own offer: hereupon you truft 
on him, and on him alone, for falvation, atid all that ^j 
you need for your lalvation. Is not this a receiving i 
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cleaving to it» into a longing to be rid of it ; with 
fbll purpofe to refift the motions of It in our heart, 
and the outbreaking thereof in our life: and if we 
turn not unto God as our rightful Lord and Mafter, 
and return to our duty again. If we are indeed true 
penitents, we will turn from fin, not only becau(e it 
is dangerous and deftru^ve to us ; but becau(e it is 
oflenfive to God, difhonours his Son, grieves his Spi- 
•rit, tranigrefleth bis law, and defaceth his image : 
and we will caft away all our tranigreflions, not on- 
ly as one would caft away a live-troal out of his bo« 
(btn, for that it bums him ; but as one would caft 
away a lothefbme and filthy things for that it defiles 
htm. 

But withal, it is to be remembered, that the true 
way to deal with a hard heart, to bring it to this 
temper, is to believe the gofpel. As ravenous fowls 
nrft fly upward, and then come down on their prey: 
Xo muft we firft fbar aloft in belieying, and then we 
{hall come down in deep humiliation, iincere and free 
conf^fHon, and true repentance: Zech, xii. lo* Theyi 
/hall look upon me whom they have pierced ^ andjhall 
mourn. Therefore the fcripture propofeth tl^e objcft, 
of faith in the objeft of grace,, as a motive to re- 
pentance, that by a believing application thereof the 
bard heart may be moved and turned, Joel ii. 13. 
Turn unto the Lord your God^ for he Is graciofts^ 
.One may otherwife toil long with it ; but ail in vain. 
IVlthout faith It Is Impojpble to pleafe God^ Heb. xi. 6.y 
and therefore impolfible to reach true humiliation^ 
right confefiion, and fincere repentance, which are 
very pleafing to him, Jer. xxxi. 18, 19, 20, The 
unbelieving finner may be brought to roar under 
law-horror ; but one will never be a kindly mourner 
but under gofpel influences, When guilt flares one 
ia the face, unbelief locks up the heart, as a keen 
• froft doth the waters : but faith in the Redeemer's 
blood melts it, to flow in tears of gpdly fbrrow, 
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6. Lqfify, Extraordinary prayer, in importunate 
dddreiles and pctittohsunto our covenanted God lor 
that Avhich is thCy particular occafion of our (aft« 
The ^onfeffion and the covenanting arc, both of them, 
to be done prayer-wife^ as appears from Dan. ix. 4, 
— 15. Kch. ix. 6,'--38. But befides, there muft ht 
prayer^y fupplications, and petitions made for what 
the perfbn or family hath particularly in vieMr, in 
their fstttz Pfalm xxxv. 1 3. ff^ben they were /!ck, my 
eioathifig v)as fickcloth: I huthbled my fiul vjUi fajt^ 
imgf and my prayer returned into mine own bofom: 
And, indeed, the g^eat end and defign for.which (uch 
fafts are to be kept, is, that thereby the parties may 
Y>e the niore ftirred up unto, and fitted (or. wreflling 
* m^th God in prayjer> anent the ca(e udiich they have 
^rticularfy at heart. So the Ninivites having their 
threatened overthrow at heart, it was ordered, that 
man and beaft fhould be covered with Jackclothy and 
€ry^ mightily unto Cod^ Jonah iii. 8. ; that is, that th<; 
men fliould cry in prayer for pity and (paring : and 
to the end they might be moved to the greater fer- 
vency in theft their praj^ing cries, h is provided, tfaa^ 
they and their beafts too (h^uid be covered with (ack^ 
doth ; and that their beafts having fodder and wa» 
ter Avith-held from them on that occafion, fhould be 
made t6 cry for hunger and.thirft, even to cry unto 
G4tdf namely, interpretatively, as die young ravens 
ery unto him, job xxxviii. 41. At which rate, the 
tries cf^the b&ifts, being mnced with the cries of 
men, would make the fblemnity of that extraordinary 
mourning very great : and the hearts of men being, 
every now and then during that fblemnity, pierced 
vith die cries of the harmlels brutes, would be ftir- 
< led tip to a more eamefl, fervent, and importunate 
I pleading.^th God for mercy. 
I Thus &r of perfonal and family failing and humi- 
fiatioB^ m the general. 
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Unto whom they were origin/illy direfted : to \vit» 

rhat it is fafting and humiliation .that was intended 

by, theni% For this epiftle was written to thofe who 

were lews by nation, t^e twelve tribes fcattereda' 

broady chap. i. i. And this is the very language or 

the Old Teftament in that cafe, the (ame manner of 

expreiI]on< in which their prophets called them to it ; 

I-.ev. xxiii. 27. On the tenth day of this feventh months 

there. Jhall be a day of atonement ^ and ye jhall affli^ 

your Jbnls,; to, wit, with fafting, I(a. Iviii. 5. Is it 

fuch a faji as I have chofenf a day for a man t9 

affRdi his foul? Or, more agreeable to the original, 

^hall a faff I will cflufe^ a day of mens, afttSiing 

their foul he like this ? Joel li. i i. Turn ye even to 

' trie — with fafting^ and with weeping akdwith mourn* 

ing^ Ana the mourning required in thefe texts dif* 

fers from the weeping, as the habit and geftures of 

mourners difier from their tears. Gen. 3cxKvii. 34. 

Ecclef. ill. 4* directly pointing unto the duty of 

fafting and humiliation. 

It is al(b required indiri^ly in the word, which 
fuppoieth it to be a duty the faints will pra£life; in* 
afmuch as divine directions are given anent it. Now 
it is inconfifrent with the bolinefs of God^ to give di* 
reCUons for regulating of will- wor/bip, which he doth 
fimply condemn, Matth. xv. 9. Col. ii. 23., Jen vii, 
^i. But our Saviour gives directions about perfbnal 
»fting : Matth. vi. 16. When ye fafty he not as the 
hypocrites y of a fad countenance : for they disfigure 
' their faces, that they may appear unto men to fafi. 
Verily I fay unto you, they have their reward. Ver/i7p 
hut thou when thou fafteft, anoint thine ^ead, and 
fpf^fb thy face ,• ver. iZ* 7hat thou appear not unto 
ffitn to Jaft, hut unto thy Father which is in fecret: 
emi thy Father which feeth in fecret, fhall reward 
thee openly. And it is evident, that thefe directions 
do concern fecret and perfbnal fafting x for, befides 
that the text fpeaks exprefly of that which is done . 
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fcm, being In imminent danger from their enemies^ 
were prpviden.tially cajled to we^fing and rhourning^ 
tfeough they heeded it not, 16. xxii.. 1 2, 13. But 
the Ninivites tooJl^ fuch an alarm, and .complied with 
the *can of provideijc^, Jon;ih iii. 4, . ■ 9 . So difi 
David, when. God ftruck. his cbiy with licknefi, 
2 Sam, p. y^^\l6- . Yc^* and (b did evep Aha^;, 
when hj5. ^wfd Elijah's h^avy.meflage againft hin) 
i^nd hi$ houft, i Kings xxU 27. When the lion 
roars, \l bcwmfis uj$ tp fear : when God's hand is 
Jifted np, ,and h^ appears tp be about to flrike, it is 
high iipie for us to ftrip pnrfelves of pur ornaments, 
iiid t^iie in fackclpth and afhes. 

Or eift, 3. "Whe;! tjbere is Ibrnc fpecial mercy and 
i&vbur to be defired of the Lord ; as was tb^ rettira 
qf theJBabyloni(h captiyUy^ for which Daniel kept 
his faA, Dan* ix* ij 2, 3* ChriAians exercjied junto 
^dlinefi, will rarely, if ever, want their particular 
Ibits, and fpecial errands^ unto the throne of grace* 
The fame God, who makes; (bme mercies, fall Into 
tiie lap of others, without their being at much pains 
about them, will give his o\vn children many an er-^ 
rand unto himfelf for them, ere they obtain them ^ 
becauft they mqft have them in the way of the cbve- 
mnt ; whereas they come to others only in the way 
of commph providenc^^ in which a blading curft may 
come along with the mercy. 

To fet this matter in a yet clearer light, we Ihall 
exemplify thefe general heads, in ones own private 
cafe; and that in feveral inftances, to-be accommo« 
date to the cafe of the church, and of our neighbour, 
by tfiofe who are difpofed religioufly to pbferve ^nd 
confider the difpenfitions of providence. There is 
a variety q9 thefe particular cafes, which, with a* 
grecing circumftances to be difeerned by each one 
for himfelf, call for perlbnaK fading and humiliation. 
As, 

I. When through a long tra£): of finning and care- 
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ihcir prayers : but never prevail to bring, them to a 
fettled courle of reformation of life : their difeale is 
too inveterate, to be io eafily carried off. But were 
they £0 wife, as to make thele convictions a matter 
of folemn lerioufnels, (etting (bme time a part on that 
occafion for perlbiial fading and humiliation, they 
might through the divine blefling, turn to a good 
account for the intereft of their Ibuls. ^ ' / 

3. Whert the confcience is defiled witlv ^he gui't 
of ibme atrocious fin. Doth national guilt pf that 
kind require national fafting i and doth not pergonal 
guilt of the fame kind, require peribnal fading? Yea. 
iure, God calls men, ih that cafe, to be affli&ea^ 
. and mourn and weep, James iv« 8,^ 9. Strong dif* 
cafes require flrong remedies ; and coiifcience-waft- 
ing guilt, deep humiliatton,^as m David's cafe, Pfal. 
a/ and Peter's, Matth. xxvi. 75. This kind of gqilt, 
deeply wotinding and flinging the foul, defiling and 
wafling the confcience, may be vrithout any Icandal- 
ous enormities of life, appearing to the view of 
the world: Cod is witttefs to fecret fins, .even to 
t^e fins of the heart r" and men of tender con* 
fciences will be Gck at the heart with jKich fins as 
are hid from all the world, and will never move o* 
ethers* 

4» When one would fain get over afhare he is 
often caught in, and have vidory over a lufl that 
Jiatb often mattered him. There are not a few who 
have many good things about them, yet lack one 
thing: and tha^ne thing is like to part between hea- 
ven and them ; marring all their good things, both 
by way of evidence aqd of efficacy, Mark x. 21, 
They know that it is wropg ; they often refblve to 
amend; and they would &in get above it: but when- 
ever a new temptation comes, Satan attadcing them 
on the weak fide, down go all their refplulions, like 
a bowing high wall, whofe breaking come^h fuddenly 
at an inftant', and they are hard and fad in the fnare 

again. 
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Ananias and Sapphira^ for that in another. ca(e, 
they lyed unto God and hept back a party Afts v. 
And he is no true penitent, thstt defires to hide any 
Iweet morfel under his- tongue, and is not willing to 
take ftame. to hirafelf for every known fih. 

,4. Be very particular in your confcffion, opening 
oi^t your (piritual fores before the Lord, P(al. li. 4* 
/ have done this eviliin thy fights 'Jofti. vii. -:o. 
J have finned f-^r^and thus ana thus have I Jone, To 
confHs the ftveral kinds of your £n in general, with- 
out deicending to particulars, is too fuperfcial work 
on fitch an occafion. 'the particular abominations 
of your heart and life, are raifed up in meditation, 
to be laid before the Lord in humble confeffion. I 

' iuppofo you to be at this work in a (ecret place, 
where you may frfeely utter before him, what it 

: would ndt be proper you (hould (ay in the hearing 
of others. No doubt, a great deal of freedom may 
beufod in iecret prayer, in narrating of thoughts 
and* afkions, with the defignation of time, place, 
and perfons, fo as may tend to one's deeper humi- 
liation 4 which would not be to edification, in fo- 
cial prayer. 

Now, in order to your being the more full and 
particular in your confeffion, I would recommend 
the iaihe method and order to be obferved therein, 
as tti the review of your ilns* I believe, that, Co 
doing you wjU find the advantage of it. Go orderly 
through the foveral periods of your life, and through 
all the ten commandments, making yourconfefiion; 
where aUb you may take in the confeffion of public 

^ fins, always fo as may b^ft tend to the fiirther hurni- 

' nation of yourlelf. In a Ipecial manner, be 'very 
particular as to the fignal mifoarriages of our life: 
and aggravate your guUt, acknowledging (he aggra* 
vating circumftances thereof. And unto, the confei^ 
fion of your known fins, againfi all the ten command* 
xnenU| add a humble acknowledgment of a large void 
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conKls your juA delerving/ Read there your delery* 
ed doom, and pals (entrnce againft yourlelf. N(k 
thing is more natural, than that now you call your* 
ielf fool and beaA, for that you have followed the 
wUd^fire of your corrupt inclinations, to the miring 
of yourfeff thus in fin and guilt ; and have broken 
over the l^dge, where now you find the ktptnx bit- 
icig you. And here, 

(lO Ckmfcft you 4€ferve no good, but all evil, ini 

time. If the caule of your fafl be ibme evil you are 

at pre&nt finarting under, acknowledge God to be 

juA, very juft in it. If it is fome ftroke threatened, 

and hanging over your head, confeis that^ you well 

defenre it (hould fall on you in its full weighs If it 

is light that you want, confefs you d^lerve to be left 

in darluiefi : or whatever be the mercy ytni come to 

Slake Supplication for, acknowledge from the heart, 

that you liave forfeited it. Surely, in cale youf un^ 

eircumdjid heart be humbled^ you will 42^^^/^ of the 

puni/bmeni of your iniquity^ Lev» xxvi. 41. And 

then if your, fins b,ave found you our, you will own 

the procedure againfl you to b^ righteous and holy : 

if your broken bones fmart, you will fay it is juil s 

if dlie Lord has turned his former fmiles into fi-owns, 

mixed your comforts with gall and wormwood, four- 

ing them fo as to iet your teeth on edge, blafted your 

enjoymenu, and iqueezed the (ap out of them, you 

vrill after confeflion of iin, lay from your very heart, 

,My folfy makes it fi^ ', 

(2.) Cionfefi you dderve eternally to periib, aind 
that // is of the Lord^s mercies you are n^t eonfimifidr 
lam. iii. 22.; that God might in juftic^ wr^p you up 
in the filthy garmetits of your fin| and caA you out 
of bis figl^, into the lake burning with fire and brim^^ 
JSone, as the fitteft place for foch a finfiil lump. Ac- 
knowledge yourfelf to be, in yoyrielf, a wretched 
creature, juuly under the curie and condemnatory 
Antence dP the laW;, having nothing to (ay for your* 
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muft and will take the benefit of the go(peI^pcocla« 
matton of grace and tnercy, am) lay hold on the 
horns of the altar: and therefore, ^tho' your weight 
be heavier than mountains' of brafe; you do^ wkh 
bumbje confidence,' at the Father's blddingi lay it 
>vhoHy over on the blood of his Son, ibeLord Jefus 
Chrift, troAing thereon allenarly fdt reii^Gan of fiii, 
lanfHfication, and^x>mplete (alvatioo. 

Now, as. to the two dirediond laft mentioned, I 
mean not^ that what is propofed in either of them, 
muft needs be done all at once,- without intermilSpn. 
You may ufe them, as^ you are foeft abte to reach 
them. It is not very likdy, that thofe who Q)en| 
one fourth partof the day in conlef&ng and worAip* 
ing, Neh. ix. 3. did make but. one confeffion con* 
tinued without intermiflion* So you -may make (iich 
intermiffion in either or both of them, as you find 
neceffiiry. Chriftian prudence muft dl^ed in the 
matter, to ufe the means, ib as may beft' conduce 
to the end. 
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After confeffion of fin, apply yourfelf to the du^y 
of perfinal covtniniingy explicit entering into, or 
renewing covenant with God, by taking hold of 
God's covenant of grace, in expreis words- That 
this is a nece(&ry part of the work of a perfonal feft, 
\ may be gathered fi'om.Jer. K 4. and Neh. ix. 38. 
Idoth cited before. And it is clear firom the nature. 
of the thing; for to what purpofe ihall men lay o- 
pen their wounds before the Phyfikrian of ibub, if 
they mind not 10 put themfelves in his hand for cure, 
In the way of t^ejcovenaht? or how can they pre* 
tend to mourn for, fin if they are not toejiter on the 
way of reformation ? A lime of perfonal &fttng is a 
time for the runaway to return to his duty, and to 
let ntatters^ right a^ain, that were put wrong fey 
turning alide from God and bis way. And one no- 
" willing 
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Hence it appears that the doty of peribmil cbve- 
zianting is much miftakeii and minnanaged/^Jv^ere 
rhe party apprehending tHatGod, in the word, de- 
dares himielf witling to be his God, upon certain. 
Terms to be by him performed^ different from ac- 
<:epting God's full and free covenant oP promile^ 
does accordingly make a covenant with God, ibiemn* 
ly taking him.for bisGod upon the(e terms: pro- 
znifing.and vowing^ that if God will be his God, 
pardcm his fins, be at peace with him, and ^ve his 
ibul, he will, for his part, be one of his people, and 
faithfully ferve him all the days of his life, watching 
againft all known fin, and performing every known: 
duty. This is jufl as if the woman, in the cafe be* 
fore put, (hould tell hirn who offers j^er the cpntrafl, 
that (be is content to takeiiim for her hufband, upon 
certain terms ; particularly, that if he will be > her 
hufband, and do the duty of a hufband to her, fhc 
will, for her part, be a faithful wife to bim> all the. 
days of her life, doing all that fhe is able to do for 
paying off her debt, managing herfelf and his houfe* 
hold to the beA of her fkill, and taldrig aQ pains on 
her fores, to make her lovely in bis eyes : the 
which beingiguite contrary to the defign and end ot 
that unufuai kind of contract, which is, to have the 
wife wholly indebted to the hufband for all, doth 
alter the nature of the propofal^ and would quite 
mar the fiirprifing match, which was in a h\t way 
to be carried on. • 

But likeas in that cafe nothing remains for the 
woman to do, to incitle her to the benefit of the 
contrail, butl>elieving it to be a real and ferious, 
not a ludicrouk deed, to fign her acceptance; which 
iiguiog with the hand is neceflary, becaufe her be- 
lief of the reality of the oflfered contraft, and truflp ^ 
ing to it accordingly, being inward afls of the foul, 
cannot be known among men, |>ut by a proper ex* 
teroal figni even £q all that remains for you, to in- 
flate 
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vcrfe 5» That your faith ]/hould fland^in the power 
of God. ' And Afts xvi, 31. Believe on the Lord fe^ 
Jus Chrifif and thou Jbalt befavedf Pfalm xitxvii, 40* 
He Jball fave them, hecaufe they truft In hhn^ And 
ii. iz. Blejfedare all they that put their tritfi in him* 
AAsKV« It* IVe beGeve, that, through the grace of 
the Lord Jefus Chrifl, we Jhall be faved. TWs be- 
Ueving^ or crediting the word^ and trbding on the/ 
^peribn of Chrifl^ is that which of all things is far« 
theft removed from the nature of a work, according 
to the (cripcure*u(e of diat word; and therefore is the 
jnoft agreeable means of (aving entrance into that co« 
venaat, which is of faith, that it might be by grace i 
not of works, left any man Jbould boaft, . 

A finner^ being by this bsiievmg on Chrift united 
to him as the head.of the covenant, is thereby per* 
ibnally entered in the covenant ( fo as, in his righr, 
to have a fining intereft iathe condition, promiie,, 
und privileges t,hereof/ unto his eternal falvation : e« 
VQti as becoming, through nati^ral generation, chil-" 
dren of Adam the head of the covenant of works, we 
are perlbnally entered into that covenant ; (b as to 
l>e involved in the guilt of the breach of it, and laid 
under the curfe thereof : Rom* v. 19. For as by one 
tnan^s difobedience many were tnade finmers : /b by the 
Obedience , of one Jball fkany be made righteous, John 
X. 9. lam the door : by me if any man enter in, he 
/hall be Javed. Eph. iii, 1 7. That Chrift may dwelt 
in your hearts by faith. 

Upon this believing on the n^me of Chrift, credit- 
ing and trufting in manner (aid before, do nece(&*' 
ti\y follow, an abfelute confent to take him for our 
Hufband, Head, and Lord» and God in him for ot|r 
God; an unconditional refignfttion of ourfelves unto 
him, (but and body, to be bis only, wholly and for 
ever; with an unlimited renunciation of all other for 
him : even as, in the ca(e before put, tipon the wo« 
man's believing the reality of the oSkv of tb« con- 
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Oracle and Guide; pvc up myfelf wholly to 
Jiim, to be taught, guided and direded, in a|l 
^* things, by his word and Spirit; and rc|iounce 
** mine own wiHom, and the wifflom of this world. 
** He is, with rtiy heart's confent, my alone King 
** and Lord. And I relign myfelf wholly,-ibul and 
^^ body, onto him, to be refcued by the ftrength of 
'^ his might^ hand, from fin, death, the devil, and 
^* this prelent evil world, for to ferve him for ever 
•^ and to be ruled by the will of his command, as to 
*f my duty, and the will of his providence, as to my 
*/ lot. I am with my whole heart content (Lord, 
^' diou knoweft) to part withi and do renounce e« 
** very known *fin, luft, or idol, and particularly^ 
u my the fin which moll eafily befets me; 

^ together with my own foolifli will, and all other 
^' lords befide him; without refer vation, and with- 
^ out exception agaii^ his cr6(k: Protefting in 
'1 thy fight, O Lord, that I am, through grace, 
f* willing to liave .difcovercd unto me, arid upon 
^ difcovcry to part with every fin in me that I 
^' know not s andtiiat the doubtings and averfenefi 
M of heart mixed with this my accepting of thy co* 
*' venant, are what I allow not ; and that, notwith- 
<' ftandii^ thereof, I look to be accepted of thee 
herein, in the Beloved, thine only Son and my 
Saviour, purgmg away thefe, with all my other 
fins, by his precious blood. 
Let it be recorded in heaven, O I.ord, and let 
and whatever is here prefent, bear witnefs, 
that I, tbo' moft unworthy, havct this day here 
taken hold pi; and come into thy covenant of 
grace, offered and exhibited to me in thy gofpel ; 
and diat thou art my Gpd in the tenor of diat co- 
venant, and I am on^ of thy people, fi-om hence* 
forth and for ever." 
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not 'worthy of the leqft of all the mercies, (aith Jacob, 
Gen. xxxii. 10. Dae humility will oblige you to 
look on yourlelf as abfblutely unworthy of fpiritual 

;> mercies, though, in the mean time, you fee an abfo- 
lute need of them: it will keep you from being per* 

^cmptory in the matter of temporal mercies, Qnd 
difpofe you to a holy fubmiflion untathe will of God 
thereyi: and it w}Il engage you in matters of Tight, 
to lay yourftlf fairly open to the divine determina- 
tion. 

If, in this laft cafe, your own inclination do fway 
yea to any one fide ; yet be fure to have no regard tc 
it before the Lord, (>ut come unto him, as it u^ere, 
in an equipoife, to be cafl to what Hde he wilK 
Such are the meek he luill guide injudgment, the meek 
he will teach his ivay^ Pfalm xxv. 9. Unfair dealing 
v^ith God in this cafe is exceeding flnful and dange* 
rous. They who venture on it^ are therein diflbm- 
blers ; and will readily throw off tl^eir mafk, if the 
anfwer of God fall not in with the fide that their 
inclination is. on: they will repel it; they will not 
lee it; but will take their own way, notwithAanding, 
to the provoking of the eyes of his glory. Whereof 
we have a remarkable ijnilance, in the Jews cOnfuIt- 
ing God as to what they (hould do, while in the 
mean time they were aforehahd refblved what to do, 
being bent to go to Egypt, Jer. xli. 17. Chap. xlii. 
1,-^6, 19, 20. Ghap. xliii. 2, 7. Such dealing with 
God in the matter of light, ^fbmetimes provokes 
him to ^ve men their wilU with a vengeance. 
Thus Balaam got an anfwer ^rom God, plainly no- 
tifying to him, thar he fhould not go with Balak's 
meflenger's. Numb. xxii.^i2. But that anfvver not 
fulting his inclinations, which were towards the wages 
of unrighteoufnefs^ 2 Pet. ii. 15. he went back for 
another anfwer more agreeable thereto^ and in wrath 
he got it, verfes 19, 20, 21, 22. 

2dly, Be fervait in your addreflfeS; labouring fer- 
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xTcvey arc. Theft things vMiW ncthilig n^ith Go4 j by 
"^vhom phray^rs 2Xt hok tn^uredj^ but treighed. Atid 
^hat hsakes the tireight In thetni is the feith^ fer* 
vency^ and humllliy^ thi^rdil; lb that dne of tboie 
groanings mendoned> Rom. viH. ^^6. ivill dotirn Wdgh 
a whole day's -prayers^ in 'which theft things are ' 
"wanting. Do you labour to get near God in prayer, 
and prefs fbr^irard to obtaift thkt. 

D I R E d t. 3t. 

A^ yon have ability ahd 6p(K>minIty9 let Works of 
charity ahd mercy 1^ joinied ^itb your ftft; doing 
them, ivhether in time of it, or before it» 6r after 
it : lia. Iviii. 6. Is not this ibe fitft thmi 1 havt cbcfent 
— verfe 7.— fo iedl thy Vreitd to the hungry^ dnd that 
thou iring the poof that dre eaji ont^ to thy houfi ? 
*tvhe9t ihou feefi the nuked, that thok <cver him, and 
ihdfihou hide fntfhyfelfftofn thine* owftfte/hr LeC 
the poor be gdtner§ by y6dr fift ; fbr it is the pro« 
hiife of God, that he that \vdieNth, Jhall he vtatereM 
alfo hmfelfj Prpv. 3ti. SJ. « ahd dne^s finding m«rcy 
with Cod, hdtively iflues Ifi % Ifterdful difpofitSon u^ 
wards one's feUoW<fbih]r», Matth. :KvKl. 33. Eph* 
iv. 32. ^ 

b 1 R fe C r. XI. 

Before y6n givt oVer yi:>ar wli^k^ you ^ill do well 
to confider ftrioufly, that you are now the Lord^ 
and tio mdre foiic ^v^ : mA ^fet^fmoch as ytftur co* 
venanting witfi 'GiM}> fdppdfeth itet you aine reiblv* 
ed to reform, and to Walktnovis'tlqftty withGc^; 
lay down tefi^tidft^,' to thts ftreagth of yoo; eove*- 
wanted God, to watch. And by^U means forgel not 
to confider, what are thoft thlojg^ whereby, in a 
^cial manner, yoot* ffHritual co»ndition haMi fi»> 
mcrly been worfted ; ami by "what Dofeans It may bfc 
l^cprt right : and fihcerely reftlve to^fthew 4>e one, 
and purfiie ftit oihar*; that fe what |^8 h«v«bifea 
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